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FOREWORD

A little over two years have passed by since Kantibhai breathed his last. For
those who were privileged to know him and to feel the pleasurable warmth of his
personality-exemplified by a life of simplicity & inostentation, a high sense of purpose
and devotion to what he saw was his clear duty, alive sense of humonr, innate friendhiness
and fellow-feeling for one and all he came in contact with and above all his dedication
to a life of science enriched by passion for literature—his passing has left a big void.

This many-sided splendour of his charming personality is brought into perspective
throngh the efforts of all those who have contributed to this Commemor@ion Volume,
To all of them our sincere thanks are due for the time they have given to write about
Kantibhai es they knew him and for recalling the many facets of their pleasant and
memorable association with him.

In particular we are grateful to Shri Ramprasad Bakshi who despite his many
preoccupations gladly undertook to give much of his valuable time in the compilation &
editing of this volume, reading the manuscripts and correcting the press-proofs and
also by his many valuable suggestions as this volume began to take shape. Without
his sustained interest and guidance-motivated by his personal association with Kantibhai
of many years-it would certainly have been not an easy task to prepare such a volume.
In addition, his own personal tribute to Kantibhai, appearing on page I in Gujarati
Section, is also sincerely acknowledged.

Our sincerést thanks are also due to Shri Bachubhai Rawat who soon after the
demise of Kantibhai promised all his help in the compilation of this volume. He set to
work on it right from the start and prepared for publication, in “Kumar” issue of
December 1958, a full review of Kantibhai’s life & work. Thiz is being reproduced in
full in the Gujarati Section of this volume on page 7 and the same has been rendered in
English by Shri Jitendra Pandya, younger brother of Kantibhai, and appears on
page T of English Section for the benefit of those who are not so familiar with Gmjarati
laoguage. But for Shri Rawat’s perseverence in pushing through the printing of the
manuscripts as they came in and despite of all odds the publication of this volume
would have been further delayed.

Special mention needs also to be made of Shri Saint Nibal Singh who in his
characteristic style has brought to fore Kantibhai’s genial personality through many
personal touches dunng the long association with him, and of Dr. N. M. Shah, who
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has successfully attempted to convey in Gujarati language for the first time the life-
work of Kantibhai in the realm of chemical science. No words are adequate to
express our thanks for these contributions.

This volume also contains a few selections from Kantibhai’s published & un-
published work. Reference to these will convince anyone of how wide were his interests
and what breadth of thought he brought to bear on these live issues of his tune.
Many of these issues are still very much alive today and the approach he had snggested
to the solution of these problems, o many years back, still appears practical.

Although this volume is full of many personal glimpses of Kantibhai's life, it
may mnot be out of place to record here two or three very significant but unknown
‘ncidents which add lustre to his way of life, That Kantibhai took his profession of
teaching seriously and was exceedingly popular and respected by his students was well
rnown. His interest in his students was so compelling that they invariably came back
+o0 him whefver they were in doubt or difficulty. Two years before he died he heard
of the news that Shri M., one’of his students, had gone on strike unto death as 2 protest
against the Village Community which refused to agree to his proposal for eo-education
of boys and girls. All efforts to persuade Shri M. failed and many friends appealed to
Kantibhai to persuade him to give up the fast. In spite of his failing health and
increasing weakness Kantibhai set out on a long journey unconcerned about inclement
cold weather. He returned in. three days having rescued him from sure death, this
without asking him to compromise with his conscience. His very presence had the
telling effect on Shei M. This same Shri M, came to Bombay to be by the bedside
of his teacher during his last days.

Kantibhai loved people. He had an uncanny instinct of making enduring friend-
ship and never failed in his usual courtesy. Even when his pains were growing daily
and the end was nearing this supreme faculty did not leave him il the last. One
evening Madam Sofia Wadia called to see her “Dear Brother”. It was well nigh dark
and in the dim light of his room he could not easily recognise his “Didi”. As Madam
Wadia bent over his face and spoke quietly to him he made a gesture 0 her to be
seated. Then little by little Kantibhai gathered his strength and they talked for a while
of P. E. N. meetings and of their pleasant associations. In spite of exhaustion he
mentioned to one of ns standing nearby to bring some sweets for “Didi™ Knowing as
we did that Madam Wadia had bnly a few days before lost her dear huzband it was
embarrassing for us to offer her such fare and yet Kantibhai unware of our perplexity
insisted on the same. Madam Wadia, conscious, of the fact that perhaps this would be
the finale of his life, drank the glass of sherbet offered to her in deference to the
wishes of her “Dear Brother”. As she turned te leave the room Kantibhai continued
%0 watch her with a happy smile on his agonised face,
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‘His lifelong friendship with Donachie Brothers of Scotland. is vet another
mple of his pleasing way of life. This friendship was made by chance on his boat
 Canada in the year 1921 and it flowered as years rolled by. It was during his
trip while studving in England that he was invited by James Donachie to
% home which was christened “Ashram” by Kantibhai. This beautiful home is
i that area by this unusal name. For all these years till he died Kantibhai
i d his contacts with this family, particularly with William Donachie, and the chain
_ which passed between them makes a delightful reading.

- Doctors had warned Kantibhai that his physical condition was such that it
,: be fatsl for him to work hard. It was at such stage that Kantibhai was all
thed i editing Govardhanram’s Scrap-Books, In spite of our protests he insisted
ing up early even before 5 a. m. and sit up for long heurs to complete what
#d undertaken and what he saw was his clear duty to his Mama-his friend, phi-
r and gude. Every time we protested he had one answer—“Remember what
&= have told you about me. That I have only a few more days of work. T must
ore do all 1 can to complete this work.” And he kept on and on till the finish.
this serious work overpowered him and he could not recover from this exhaustion again.
‘As we reflect upon his life such incidents come back again and again. It is a
¥ augury that many friends have recaptured such incidents which form this
miemoration value. For all this we are indeed very grateful to them one and all

y 7. kb1 Druman Trivedi
Rashmi Trivedi
Rajani Pandya
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“No gilded dome swells from the lowly roof to catch the morning or evening beam,
but the love and gratitude of united America settle upon it in one eternal sunshine,
From beneath that humble roof went forth the intrepid, nnselfish warrior, the magi-
strate who knew no glory but his country’s good; to that he returned, happiest when
his work was done. There he lived in noble simplicity; there he died in glory and
peace. While it stands, the latest generations of the grateful children of America
will make this pilgrimage to it as to a shrine; and when it shall fall, if fall it must,
the memory and the name of Washington shall shed an eternal glory on the spot.”
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“It is God's Organ Playing for ever in richest diapason the Hymn of the Ages.”
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“.-.a vast and prodigions Cadence of water, which falls down after a surprising

and astonishing manner..The waters which fall from this horrible Precipice do foam
and boyl after the most hideous manner imaginable, making an outrageous Noise, more
terrible than that of Thunder for when the wind blows out of the South, their dismal
roaring may be heard more than 15 leagues off.,”
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TRIBUTES

St. Jobn's College, Agra



DR. KANTILAL PANDYA
{4 Biographical Stetch)

"KUMAR'

[Transleted from Gujarati, by Shri Jitendra C, Pandya]

R. K. C. Pandya, our eminent man of Science, a living representative of the life

and literature of the Titan in literature - Shri Govardhanram Madhavram Tripathi
~in the world of Gujarati literature, a man of literature himself with a style ‘mature
and refined, a cultured and an actively pleasant spectator of all types of constructive
activities in Gujarat, had from the time when new science emerged in Gujarat, up
to date througheut his life, enlizhtened the mntelligentsia in Gujarat in the sphere of
science. There might perhaps spring up in the sphere of Gujarati literature another
representative of Goverdhanram, it is also possible that some other soul mizht leave
behind him a treasury of literature and &cience like that which he has already bestowed,
but where else can we find again the noble and sublime insight, the vision and harmonv
which like guiding forces worked behind all this, which were absolutely his own possession?
The query remains unanswered for the moment.

Dr. Pandya, or Kantibhai as he was affectionately called, was born at Nadiad
in the Vadnagara Nagar Caste on the 24th of August 1850, His father Shri Chhaganlal
Harilal Pandya had achieved immortal fame in Gujarati literature by his ‘incomparably
beautiful’ translation of ‘Kadambari’, a very difficult work of Sanskrit literature-(this
translation is so to sav unparalleled in any other Indian languages)-and he was an
erudite masterming in literature and a cultured and meritorions gentleman who had
even officiated as Deputy Diwan of Junagadh. Samarthalakshmi, the younger loving
and schelardy sister of Goverdhanram, to whom the “Nivapanjali” (Dedication) in the
third volume of ‘Saraswatichandra’ is addressed, happened to be Dr. Pandya's mother.
Thus be had ioherited a triple legacy of scholarship and culture viz. from his father,
mother and maternal uncle.

Dr. Pandya had two sisters and one brother, His eldest sister Vasantba had
married Shri Chandrashankar Narmadashankar Pandya. Kantilal was YOunger to her.
The next younger brother who had a defect in both his legs died in infancy. His
youngest sister is Champakba,



In the year 18¢4, Kantibhai’s mother Samarthalakshmi expired, so Kantibhai
received primary education, living at his mother's parental home at Nadiad, in the
Government Middle School. But as his mother’s father Madhavram expired in 1897, he
went back to Junagadh and stayed with lns father. In the year 1899, when he was
thirteen years old, Kantibhai married Umangalakshmi, the daughter of Tansukhram
who was the son of Mansukhram and a cousin of Govardhanram.

Enriched with scholarship and ealture right from his birth, Kantibhai, in this
noble environment, began to make progress from the very beginming. As a student, he
was very bright from his childhood. He studied at Junagadh for matriculation in 190z
and stood zoth in the whole of the Bombay University and first in the whole of
Gojarat province.

Kantibhai passed the First Year Arts Examination in the year 1003, but owing
to illness he could not, in 1904, appear at the Intermediate Fxamination which he
passed in 1g905. He took his B. A., in Class Second. in 1007 from the Bahanddin
College, with Chemistry and Physics as his main subjects.

The death of Govardhanram in 1907 meant the unbearable loss of a great
spiritual sustaining force to young Kantibhai. He derived solace by presentihg in Gu-
Jarati literature a true image of Govardbanram’s literary life which he did to the best
of his capacity throughout his life.

After passing B. A. he studied chemistry at the laboratory of the noted Gujarati
scientist Tribhovandas Kalyandas Gajjar and took his M. A. in 1910. (He could not
appear for the examination in Igog as he was nursing his elder sister Vasantha.) Pass-
ing M. A. was then considered to be extremely difficult. The certificate awarded for
his devotion to science by his Professor of Science Shri Tribhuvandas Gajjar reflects
the brightness which marked his initiation in science.

“Kantilal iz one of the hest students [ had under me, and the three essential
points required in every chemust and analyst, viz., accuracy, patience and conscience
will be found to the very highest degree of perfection in Kantilal.”

He joined the Tata Institute of Science in Bangalore in July totr for furthar
studies and studied simultaneously chemical engineering and machine drawing ete. while
at the same time woking at “Applied Chemistry” in the very first batch of students to
join that Institute. He worked under the guidance of Prof. Rudolph and later on of
Prof. Sudborough. He stayed at Bangalore upto 1913 and in that year he joined 5t.
John's College at Agra as an Associate Professor of Chemistry.

I)i. Pandya’s manifold activities at Agra ever proved a source of atiraction and
mspiration to one and all. For instance, St. John’s College which was run by
missionaries bad a majority of Hindu students and hence whenever the occasion of
Janmashtami{-- Birth of Lord Krishna) was celebrated, Kantibhai would invariably be
the president at ope or two such functions and at that time be used to deliver an
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address that was quite thought-provoking, emphasizing the importance of Janma-
shtami not only from the religious point of view, but also from the higher aspeet
of imbibing the spirit of Krishna's life in all its facets. Even when he was at Agra a
long distance away from Gujarat he maintained an unbroken contact with Gujarati
literature and Gujarati people.

He has stated in his introduction to “Vijnan Mandir-Part I how his scienti-
fic ambition and his work as a writer first began. “It was decided that T was to take
science for study and alter that study I was to join the chemical industry. The ¢limax
of Bengal partition and Home Rule etc. had affected us and it had formed in us such
notions that we should never join Government service but should live an independent
life devoted to independent chemical industry and thereby serve the nation. But oo
seeing the small laboratory of the college at Agra, the paucity of equipments therein,
and the drudgery of Professors in private collezes, I was constrained to give up the
idea of induostrial chemistry. Yet this circumstance produced certain good consequences
and one of them was that the necessity of presenting science in Grujarati garkh became
self-evident and the work was even begun. Writing articles which may ordinarily be
calied to be of the literary type, I started as early as in 1908. Morcover, to some extent
accijentally as a result of, first, the responsibility I felt owing to Govardhanrambhai being
my maternal uncle, secondly the insistence of my younger maternal uncle Narhariram
and lastly from a sense of obligation that on me devolved the brotherly duty to do the
work which Chandrashankar Pandya had undertaken but given up, I wrote “Shriyuat
Govardhanram” (Govardhanram’s biography), while studying for M. A.. I used to
contribute articles to several periodicals as well. But in 1915-16 [ aspired to present
science in Gujarati and to endeavour to explain that subject to the Gujarati people,
and thus this work also came to me as a new duty. In the meantime, Haji Mohammad
began the publication of his magazine “Visami Sadi’ and he greatly fostered my fond
desire. My cousin Ramniyram cherished a similar sentiment towards science in his periodical
“Samalochak’. Subsequently and gradually the editors of new periodicals such as ‘Kumnar’,
‘Prasthan’, “Sharda’, ‘Navchetan’, ‘Gujarati’, ‘Manasi’, ‘Gunsundari’ ete, welcomed with
alacrity my call for publication.’

Within a brief spell of three years, in year 1916, his status was raised to that
of the head of the entire science department of St. John's College, where he started
research in chemistry. The then principal of the college Cannon A, W. Davies referring
to his research work in 1q18, had ardently said:

“During these years (from 1913 to 1618) the whole work of the Iaboratory has
been placed on a higher plane than previously, and the college has taken a high place
in the University. This is largely due to Mr. Pandya. He is careful and conscientious
as well as enthusiastic, and spares no pains to make his work successful, He is popular
with Staff and stodents, in and out of college, and has added much to our common
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life. He loses no opportunity of increasing his own efficiency and of promoting the cause
of Science in the College and in the city. He is the most pleasant and loyal of colleagues,
and if he goes where he has better prospects of a successful and honourable career
than we give him, his place will be hard to fIL”

And truly enough, in Awugust of 1g20, he had to proceed to England for
further studies and the colleze authorities bade him god-speed with deep feeling. He
bhad been making efforts to go to England even before this, but as he had financial
difflculties, and also because some astrologer had told his wife that for some years he
was in the danger of death from drowning, he did not go earlier, in his anxiety to
spare her any mental pain. When he did go to England, he had incurred debts which
he cleared afterwards to the nearest pie out of his own earnings.

During his three years’ stay in England, he cocked his food himself in the labora-
tory and in leisure hours he taught his Jandlady Mrs. Knight the wav to cook for him.
Ile remained a vegetarian throughout. Soon on reaching London he started his work
under Prof, Thorpe at the Imperial College of Science and Technology from 1920, He
obtained in the vear 1921 the Post-graduate diploma of Imperial College (D. L C} and
in the year 1923 the Ph. D. degree of London University, being the first Ph. D. in the
Nagar caste. During that period the Seciety of Chemical Industry convened conferences
in August and November Igzr in Canada (at Montreal) and at New York, wherein he
went as the only Indian representative in the body of British representatives. Thus he
had contact with America as well, for a short time, He also met Thomas Alva Edison
the Wizard of Science. He has deseribed all this in his travelogues publistied in Gujarati

the ‘Samalochak’ While returning he wisited Germany, Italy etec, and arrived in
India in r923. In the same year the Ahmedabad Gujarat Sahitva Sabha honoured him
publicly by presenting to him an address of welcome and the President Shri Anandshankar
B. Dhruva hailed him as a true “Brahmin® {zmmr).

He had a keen desire to take up a*job in his native land of Gujarat from which
he had to be away for years and he waited fairly long for the fulfilment of that desire;
but failing that he resnmed his services at the 5t. John's Colleze, Agra in a higher
pay scale and he advanced to those higher and the highest. He was olten appointed as
an examiner and a member on the curriculum committee of Chemistry Section in the
Universities of Allahabad and Benares and Lucknow, He was held in high respect at
the Universities of the entire Uttar Pradesh. He was also President of the Reception
Committee of Uttar-Pradesh 6th Social Conference held at Agra on the 11th of October
1927, This gives us an idea of the high position and prestige enjoyed by him and of
the honour which was reflected on Gujarat thereby at all the cultured conventions held
at Agra hundreds of miles away from Gujarat.

On znd January 1926, his wife Umangben passed away alter a brief illness. As
a tesult of the great shock he felt from this calamity and secondly as a resolt of his
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mature thinking this bold man expressed in public his determination not to remarry
notwithstanding the fact that his own father, his father-in-law and many other relatives
and caste-fellows had remarried. His relatives tred to persuade him to remarry but
he did not give in. He used to say: “Why does anybody not ask Kanakben (his younger
widowed step-sister) to remarry if they ask me ? This poor sister has no jssues, while
I have three children.” He had shown the same kind of courage in his stand against
his community when it insisted on his undergoing a purification or atonement for cros-
sing the sea on his return from England. “I have partaken of neither any drinks nor
any {ood that a Brahmin must not take, nor have I committed any sin while in England;
for what then I must atone ? All my friends still continue to dine with me. Only yesterday
the caste-fellows gathered together and presented an address of welcome to me and
today you impose on me the penalty of expiation!”

Kantibhai had three daughters of whom the eldest, Kunjbala, died in 1g34 at
the age of zo, of tuberculosis. His second daughter Rashmibala was born in 1917 and
she studied upte M. Sc.. She married Shri Druman Manilal Trivedi of Petlad, His third
daughter Rajanibala born in 1925 is now M. Sc., Ph. D. and is studying at present
in the Homeopathic college at Bombay.

By editing the poems of Chandrashankar, that impressive orator of Gujarat, leader
of the Home Rule movement and a romantic poet, Kantibhai discharged his threefold
debt towards him as a friend, as a relative and as a man of letters. In his introduction
called ‘Chandrashankar’ prefixed to that book (‘Chandrashankar’s Poems'), Kantibhai
has given in detail partial portrayals of the phases of the renaissance of literature and
culture in Gujarat. Acknowledging an obligation therein he writes, ‘Chandrashankar has
helped me, and that in a loving way, a lot in overcoming my shymess, nervousness on
the platform and reserve ete. of my younger days, and in comprehending and enjoying
the true delight of speaking.”

Kantibhai was the first secretary of the association called “The Union” (established
in 1gof) which had grown from Chandrashankar's circle of friends, and consisting maialy
of gradoates and postgraduates. At first "The Union® used to meet every Sunday morning
in the Arya Samaj Mandir at Girgaon and from that it grew into the ‘Gurjar Sabha’.
Its meetings were then the “den’ of youngsters who heralded the burgeoning new culture
and thought in Gujarati literature and who turned out to be the gems of Gujarati
literature in fnture.

Shri K. M. Munshi has recorded his memories of that period, in his autobiography,
thus—'Literary life was its (Union's} world. It had held it to be its daty to cherish
high ambitions and te pursue lofty ideals. The environment created by it was never
poiluted by base or valgar thoughts It was my good fortune to mix with it’.........
“Chandrashankar, Kantilal and Master ever urgad me on to write in (Gujarati. In the
year 14513 there came {o be a small union within this bigger union of Chandrashankar,
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I mamed it ‘Shadripumandal’. Chandrashankar, Mansukhram Maszter, Kantilal PPandya,
Nrisinh Vibhakar, Indulal Yajnik and myself comprised it.........Shadripomandal had a
really happy time. Daily we met, sipped tea or other drinks and talked of literature
and other subjects. We shouted aloud, if the occasion demanded it. We resolved com-
plications or complicated them further. All were fluent talkers, ambitions of refined
tastes and of lofty ideals.”

Kantilal's father Chhaganlal Pandya expired in the year 1936, Kantibhai has drawn
a briel sketch of his father as a tribute to his personalily thus-'l have experienced
then and thereafter suffered an unusual kind of unbearable forlorness. My father had
a tall physique, awe-inspiring, athletic and vigorous enough to stand to great exertion.
He was very affectionate towards children, his own and of others, and took a deep
interest in their development. He was very generous. He rendered, as if it were play,
a translation of that peerless Sanskrit book (Bana Bhatt’s Kadawmbari) which has
to this day remained unequalled in India. Many such men could have beea found who
occupying at Junagadh the position that he occupied would have acquired greater
powers and Iarger fortunes, but none else conld have earnad the Dright unsullied fame
that was his.”

In 1930 when St. Jobn's Colleze celebrated the Silver Jubilee of Kantibhai's
educational career, the students at a big function presented him an address of welcome
stecped in reverence. The science section of the college owes much of its progress to
him. He used to get the research theses printed and he founded the *Science Associa-
tion' at the college and the "Scientific Society” of Agra and under their anspices he
arranged learned discourses of scientists, local as well as invited from elsewhere, He
never failed to attend the All India Science Congress, and while there he persnaded and
invited the reputed foreign scientists to visit the Tajmahal at Agra and to deliver
lectures before the association. Thus the Agra city and the colleze had the benefit of
many a teputed scentists because of him.

Even after he had retired from the college in 1947 he countinued to work there
as a honorary professor upto 1o3I. He was a favourite of the students and the staff
of the college. Every week he psed to write on the college notice board in his own
handwriting a new and inspiring quotation from which many students derived inspiration.
Every year he invited his students of the B. Sc. and the M. Sc. Classes to tea at his
house and thereby he cultivated personal contacts with them and encouraged them,
Among students and staff there was a regular competition as to who had attended
Dir. Pandya’s parties withont remaining absent even once! After retirement he used
to go to the college to dehiver a lecture or two and the rest of his time he devoted
to revising his own old articles.

The first indications of the painful disease (cancer of prostate) came up in January
1951, while Kantibhal was attending the Science Congress in Bangalore, He improved
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under the treatment of Dr. Borges (from Tata Memorial Hospital) in Bombay. Owing
to the seriousness of the discase, he shifted to DBombay permanently in 1952,
Throughout 1954, he suffered from inflammation of Gall bladder. He got tired of the
allopathic treatment which could not check the repeated attacks, and the only solution
suggested was a surgical operation. Fortunately he quickly recovered, without relapses,
after having taken a homoeopathic drug, prescribed by Prof. Subodhbhai Mehta. This
strengthened his faith in Homoeopathy.

A mew chapter in his life began on the zoth June of 195z when he shifted to
his own bungalew at Khar. After cessation of his activities at the college, he turned
to literary work. In 1955, at the time of the celebration of Goverdhanram'’s birth centenary
at Nadiad, Shri Goverdhanram’s home was declared open, at his hands alongwith Shri
Sanmukhbhai Pandya, as “Smriti Mandir.” He was the chairman of the reception
committee of the Gujarati Literary Conference which held its session at Nadiad. A
major portion of his life and career has been dedicated to the discharge of his manifold
duties towards the life and literature of his maternal uncle Shrni Goverdbanram, the
great Gujarati Litterateur.

Many of his articles on scientific research still remain unpublished. The third part
in succession of his ‘Vijnan Mandic' {*Temple of Science’)-Part I & 11, hizs two volumes
of articles on science, was under preparation. Further, his translation of Lessing's play
‘Mathan the Wise® has been kept ready. His last specially noteworthy work is the editing
of “Govardhanram's Scrap-books’. The last that is the seventh part of this work has
already been published and he completed parts 1 to 6 just before his last illoess, which
were published after his demise. He used to tell his dauvghters, “Who will undertake
to work for Mota Mama (uncle] (Goverdhanram) ? And hence I will attend first to his
writings. You all are here to work for me but if I do not work for him, the matter
will remain unuttended.” The last to be edited by him was his father Shri Chhaganlal
Pandya’s autobiography, which was published after his death.

Dunng his last illness, the cancer spread to the bones and lymphatic glands
behind the stomach, ullimately affecting the liver also. He used to bear the terrible
pains quietly and patiently. He never let any one know how much he suffered. He
greeted with a smile all who came to see hum. At last on Tuesday the 14th of October
in 1953, he breathed his last at 1r 30 at night. 3

His last years of retirement were devoted to reading literature and to recreational
activities. He used to read with minute care the most uptodate publications in literature,
articles in periodicals, and if there was something therein that pleased him he would
express his joy to the author at once by writing a letter or on the telephone. Music
he loved immensely and that fondness had developed sinee childhood. When he was
studying at MNadiad, he used to sit on the swipg in the Khidki in his house and
recite or sing Sanskrit Shiokas, Stotras. Ashtapadi, ete.. In a pleasing voice, He nsed
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to steep listeners in aesthetic pleasure by reciting ( ‘handrashanker’s songs in his sweet
and melodious veice. [le unfailingly attended music conferences ete. Even at his residence
on one hand the radio would continuously be on (there was absolutely no film-music
on the radio in those days) and on the other hand he would be preparing his class
lectures or writing his articles - all these would go on simultaneously, He used to play
on the harmonium very well and those who have previously learnt from him how to
Play on the harmoniom might have been fairly acquainted with this his hobby and his
knowledge thereof,

He used to offer liberal financia] aid to students. He so much loved to teach
science that he never felt any fatigue while telling the students of the wonders —ordinary
and extraordinary-of science.

He had an expert knowledge of health and of ‘Ayurveda’ (The science of Life}.
His diet and his recreation were well balanced and planned. The secret of hiz being
able to spend in his life-work tvery moment of his long life of seventy-three years
lies in this his mode of life as regards diet and recreation. used to take exercise
daily. Till he retired from Agra he had made it g point to play two sets of Tennis
daily. When he went to London he cultivated personal contact with Sandow and went
through his course of training. He had completed another such COUrse, a course cal-
culated to increase height and consisting mainly of exercises, namely Ross’s Course in
America. Before getting out of bed he would finish certain ‘Bed-exercises,’ Whatever
type of illness he might be suftering from he never missed these bed-exercises.

The principle noteworthy trait of his personality was the effectiveness of his
speech while in conversation of delivering a lecture. He was one of our brilliant speakers
and also a conversationalist What he has written in the introduction to “Chandra-
shankama Kavyo” {(“Chandrashankar’s Poems') while describing this merit of Chandra
shankar, is equally true of him, “Chandrashankar's power of conversation was the chief
means whereby he cultivated so extensive Contacts and cast over others the spell of
his personality, Tt was g power, a hobbv and an art as well. As it was g means of
cultivating contacts, so was it also a result of these contacts, A clear line of thinking,
a capacity to present difficult matters in a simple and yet eficctive manner, talks that
would havé a point of contact with the experience and life of the listeners, the
effortless way of presenting jokes and practical illustrations, and with all that a dignity
that would awaken the necessary mnspiration and ardour to pursue noble thoughts ang
ideals: these were the chief traits of his eloquence,”

Only those who have been in his contact can have an idea of his affectionate
nature. T'o meet even the smallest on an equal plane and to become one with him,
this art of liberal minds was natural to him. Many guests used to come {o his place
at Agra and he had many visitors in Bombay and it can well be imagined how dear he
was to them all from the love and respect they extended towards him. His residence
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at Apra was like a guest-house offering affectionate hospitality to all tourists, Gujaratis
& others. He can be deemed to be one of the ideal hosts of Gujarat. His courtesy
was all the more appealing owing to his qualities such as unselfishness, docility,
the habit of working behind the curtain which is indicative of his self-effacement-
qualities that embellished the courtesy. His characteristiz wit also proved, to those
who came in his contact, an element of his winsome personality.

There is a typical and rare co-ordination of his knowledge of science and litera-
ture in his writings. There is in them the precision of the scientist, the emotional
appeal of a literary author, and the erudition of a man of letters. His literature has
indeed great value as literature, but to him goes the honour of more than sprinkling
the literary soil of Gujarat with waters of Science. At a time when the new era had
just dawned in our country, he led Gujarati literature on to the newest aspect of
ceience and that mission of his continued unabated till his death. He has not separately
expressed himself on culture and nobility but an echo of this nobility arses from
every word of his literature. His keen critical intellect and deep love for science,
his chaste style and sympathetic interest in all subjects of life, are reflected in
his writings. His published works, in Gujarati, comprise the following: “Shriyut
Govardhanram” (A Biography) (1910), “Einstine and His Relativity™ (1932} “Apano
Ahar” (“Our Food"”) (1036), “Chandrashankarna Kavyo (Poems of Chandrashankar),
(edited rg42), “Vijnan Mandir” Part I (1g50), “Vijnan Mandir” Part IT {1054) (collections
of Scientific essays—""Temple of Science”) “Govardhanramnu Salvari Jivan ane Samakalin
Jivan" (Chronlogical life of Govardhanram and Contemporary life). “(ovardhanram
Madhavram Tripathi’s Scrapboeok, Vol. VII {1g57). “Maro Sankshipt Jivan Vrittant” {His
father's autobiography) (edited 1958). Moreover he had collected the radio talks of our
pioneer scientist Sir C. V. Raman (who was his friend} and had got them published by
the Nalanda Publication in a book form. He himsell has written its introduction.

His real fame as a man of letters of consummate skill rests on ‘Shriyut Govar-
dhanram’, our best biography. His biography has not been as publicly praised as it
should have been, becanse many critics could not appreciate the very idea that a pro-
fessor of Science can produce pure literature in a beautiful form. But ‘Shriyut Govar-
dhanram® of Kantibhai stands on a higher level than that reached by subsequent
biographies viz., ‘Nandshankar-Jivancharitra’ of Shri Vinayak Mehta and ‘Manilal Nabhu-
bhai’ of Shri Ambubhai Purani, though both these are excellent. Judged by the standards
of the technique as well as art of biegraphy, no helter work about Shri Goverdhanram,
the greatest litterateur of Gujarat, has been written till today. The impression which
readers of ‘Shriyut Govardhanram' form of its anthor is that of an expert in the art
of biography and vet its author recalls that Shloka of Kahdas who was about to write
his ‘Raghuvansha’ and in all humility writes: ‘But this course of abridging and delimi-
ting as this work, Shri Govardhanram’s life, instead of presenting a complete picture
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of it, though on one hand it may be less appropriate to Govardbanram’s name and
fame, it is, on the other hand, more in keeping with the author's present scope and
talents and hence is lessens to some extent the author’s hesitation expressed above.’
He goes on to add, ‘Thus this work in no way claims to be a big classical biography
of Shriyut Goverdhanram. On the contrary, if a large biography ever comes to be written,
I hope this my work will prove not an impediment but an aid to it: and again, if
anything worthwhile remains to be caid in addition it is this: The English poet Pope
has uttered a great truth viz. ‘He who eXpects to see perfection wants 1o see something
that never was before and shall never be in future.” This statement is true as regards
the hero of this work namely Shri Goverdhanram and it is truer still as Tegards the
present work: for there are more imperfections in this short biography than ever were
in Shri Goverdhanram's life—a fact which this writer can never lose sight of.” In his
introduction to Shri Govardhanram, we get a cognition about the art of Liography
which in Gujarat is unprecedented. He writes ‘The loftiness and grace of this biography
lies in giving a true matural and vivid image of the hero’s life and not in adorning
and beautifying the hero with all qualities whatsoever, regardless of truth.’

The first part of ‘Vijnan Mandir' (Temple of Secience) introduced us in a
scholarly manner, to various scientists and the second part contains similar seientific
articles, on general topics. The noblest worlk of his retired days is the plan to celebrate
the late Govardhanram Tripathis® birth centenary and the editing of his diary written in
English and its publication recently with the title ‘Scrap Book’, Through this work,
he has more than discharged his debt towards his maternal uncle, The editing of the
‘Scrap Book' is a valuable contribution to the biographical literature of Guojarat.

Sweet personality and the benevolent nature of being helpful to others, these
two qualities made him dedicate his rich personal life to the service of society. He was
either a member or a fellow of many literary scientific and cultural societies of note,
Such was his punctuality and sense of duty that he never micesd toattend the meetings
of all these and to take an active part therein,

Courtsey, gentility, a pure disciplined life, calm and gentle speech and what is
more, the “Tatastha’ (detached) attitude described by Shri Govardhanram, {‘The life
of detached on-lookers is pure Sakshara jivan) are the notable traits of his life. With
the passing away of the almost last witness of the generation of Saksharas there has
been a void in the world of Gujarat literature and the loss that will always be felt
all the more is: Wher shall we have another Pandit like him who, over the bridge of
literature, brought science within the reach of the common people ?
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MY FRIEND THE LATE KANTIBHAI

SHE] RAVISHANHAR RAVAL
I Translated from Gujarati]

TIIE friendship of the noble, like the shadow of the afternoon Sun, is slender in
the beginning but gradually eohances thereafter. I had the benefit of Kantibhai's
friendship in accordance with this Sanskrit saying.

The late Haji Mahammed was in search of the best writers in every subject for
his monthly ‘Vismi Sadi’ and the pen of Kantibhai used to enrich the science section.
Ranjitram and other progressive men of that era were, through the auspices of Gurjar
Sabha, inspired with the concept of the cultural self conscionsness of Gujarat, and Kanti-
bhai was one of them. He was fired with the enthusiasm to lead Gujaratis to imbibe the
Spirit of the new era by means of articles about scientists and about the progress of science
written in chaste Gujarati language. Moreover he experienced heartfelt emotions of joy
in the other cultural activities of Gujarat. We might have casually met in Gurjar Sabha
or Haji's editorial board and we might bave talked at random but it was all of a sudden
that I came to know of his affection towards me, a budding artist, Carried away on
the waves of emotion 1 had penned down an article called “Where is the art of Gujarat 2°.
I was worried as to who would undertake jts printing and I showed it to the late
Bhogindrarao Divetia. He took it from me and retained it. Even after the lapse of a
considerable time, 1 did not know its fate. At long last I received by post an issue
of a magazine ‘Sahitya’ for the month of May 1917 and 1 was astounished to see my article
published on the first page! The said monthly published from Baroda nnder the editor-
ship of the late Matubhai Kantawala was a leading organ of literary writers and the
late Matubbai was a staunch admirer of the cultural prosperity of Gujarat. By acco-
mmeodating my article thus, he had really perplexed me. My maiden attempt at writing
an independent article was acknowledged and hence it was that I could progress with
zeal in serving literature in foture.

Within a few days of the publication of this article T received a letter from
Kantilal Pandya appreciating it. The gist of the letter was somewhat like this: “I am
immensely pleased to see that with your ability to paint, you have the ability to
reproduce in words such a concept of Gujarat.”
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My heart leaped up with jov on seeing that such a great reputed man of letters
of Gujarat had set the seal of appreciation on my wventure, Today when I am aware of
the shortcomings of that article, I understand with what liberal-mindedness he had
showered appreciation on me! But rare indeed are persons who encourage the new
venturers in literature. Hence it is that Kantibhai was a rare Gujarati. Since then our
acruaintance gradually developed. "Kumar” (a2 Gujarati monthly)} started publication
long after that, and again Kantibhai's éncouraging letters started pouring in and he
himself began to take an active interest in itz literary aspect. All that lies buried in
‘Kumar's pages. But, besides that, whenever he visited Ahmedabad he used to wvisit
the “Kumar Press” and we benefited by this free union of minds.

A Gujarati who happend to go to Agra and to meet Kantibhai would never
fail to experience (Gujarat there, The names of Yashwant Pandya at Delhi, of Trivedi
Saheb at Poona and of Eantibhai at Agra were on tip of all tongues as the worthy
representatives of Gujarat. I would call them the Guards of the Horizon. Any one who
came in his contact had the sweet memory of Kantibhai's hospitality. Along with it,
he was never aloof from the cultural socicty of Agra, A labourer or a tongawalla when
asked at the Raja—ki-Mandi station to proceed to Pandya Saheb’s residence would
straight away do so. Similarly Pandya Saheb paid frquent visits to the merchants, the
Pandits and the Professors of Agra. Many students received from him secret assis-
tance, while many others received invaluable guidance in their study and their lives.

But for his disease which made him migrate to his own place, he would not
have left Agra so easily. Being a scientist himself, even when the malady was diag-
nosed as cancer he with great care planned his programme and came and stayed at
Bombay. He arrested this dangerous disease from becoming fatal with his own pre-
cions understanding and with the adwvice of doctors. He tock a disinterested delight
in associating with his varions friends, relatives, and in keeping in touch with cultural
occasions. Once or twice In a year he unfailingly used to visit Nadiad and Ahmeda-
bad and then he would try to reserve one day for me and would ask others to see
him there, in order to avoid exertion, He vsed to carry on with great interest con-
versation about domestic life, about the public men of Gujarat and about institutions
ot Gujarat. at the same time he would fondle the children in the house and delight
them by reminding them of lines from cinema songs, Whenever he left, all the
members of the hounschold felt sad as if a dear one was taking leave.

In his last visits, when his health was very delicate and weak, his daughter
Rajaniben used to be with him always. and on their return from a convention, a gather-
g or a visit, she would check up Kantibhai's fatigue, appetite, sleep, ete., 1\iIce an
expert driver checking up his motor car, and she would decide for him what medicine,
rest & food was needed and wouold fix the limits of conversation. ;
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Behind Kantibhai's unparalieled affectionate nature, I have observed his pious
devotion to life. It is not impossible for a handsome, educated youth who had be-
come a widower in the prime of youth in the Nagar caste to remarry; but Kanbi-
Lhai's love for his departed wile had filled and accupied his whole heart, and he
transferred his full affection to his daughters. When he used to recall the memories
of his deceased wife by observing her traits reflected in his daughters, I was often remi-
nded oi Shal Jahan longingly observing the Taj.

In the last years of his life, he had made me his own as it were. I could not
conceal from him mv hopes, my frustrations, my ardour or my predilections. So great
was the attraction I felt towards him that I could not help writing letters to him. When
I wrote to him, I used to state that it was meant to be not a letter but a "one-
way telephone’; and yet from his end 1 used to receive consoling dear teplies which
filled my mind with joy and contentment, which were like the sweet fragrance of the
flower of our friendship. In the last days of his hife when [ met him, he, though
suffering an internse internal pain, smiled a little with the lips pressed in one corner
in hiz characteristic manner, and said: “T find pleasure in nothing now. [t is good
that we have met”. His health did not permit any further conversation. Persons like
him who would transform our bitterness with their own Sweetness are very rare in-
deed. Such a friendship, 1 value as my most precious possession.
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DR. K. C. PANDYA

VERY REVEREND DE. A. W. DAVIES

I am glad to have the opportunity of adding a few words to the tributes that have

been paid to the late Dr. Pandya. My memory of him goes back to the vear of
his appointment as Professor of Chemistry at St, John's College, Agra, the year in
which I became Principal of the College. Almost everything at that time was new,
New college buildings were rising. The new chemistry block was not completed. Newest
and rawest of all was the young Principal, an nexperienced Arts man with no know-
ledge of Science in any of its branches, What Mr. Pandya, as he then was, suffered
under me I find it difficalt to imagine. Nor could I then realize what a keenly national
and a devont Indian must have endured in those days. But Dr. Pandya was always
generous and patient, and, though he must often have felt frustrated, our association
in the college steadily ripened into friendship. _

1 returned to England on furlough during the years that he spent in London,
and there I met him several times. When he resumed his post at St. John's, the
Chemistry Department grew steadily in reputation under his direction. It was not long
before he was one of the most distinguished teachers of his subject in the University,

But much as T appreciated his fellowship while we were together in Agra, it
was, curivusly enough, after we had both left the college-1 in retirement in England
and he in Bombay, that we drew most closely together. I had the great pleasure of
visiting him once in his home, but it was in our corresepondence during his last vears
that our friendship was most enriched. We could write to one another with the utmost
frankness on all kinds of subjects even the most controversial,

The rourage and patience with which he bore his suffering filled me with admira-
tion, He was a man of great sweetness of character. [ feel that in his death I lost
perhaps the greatest of my Indian friends,

14



MY FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE DR. PANDYA -

THE VNE EBLE DE. T. D. SULLY

Y recollections of Dr. K. C. Pandya go back to the early days at Agra when

with the development of the new buildings of St. John's College there came an
enlargement and strengthening of the staff, Those of us who joined the staff, whe-
ther coming from Bengal or Gujarat, from South India or from the British Isles, found
ourselves drawn into a friendly fellowship, which depended partly on the college tradi-
tions and partly on what each teacher could bring and contribute. Dr. Pandya was
onie of those who from the first made a rich contribution to our fellowship.

His was no narrow concentration on the study of chemistry, but science for
him was linked with a broad and enlightened interest in the culture of India and her
developing life and aims. On several occasions I can remember his introducing to
me to the work of young Indian artists, and Tstill have a number of reproductions
which he had given me from time to time, When he returned from his period of research
work and his doctorate from London University, our chemistry department with its
newly equipped laboratories began to gain a wide reputation as a centre of real research
work. Students have come from all parts of India, and scientific periodicals have included
over the years a long series of articles in which Dr. Pandya’s name has been linked
with that of one of his promising research students who has subsequently made a name
for himself. For Dr. Pandya was ever a student himself and thus a real teacher from
whom many came to catch the spirit of adventure in original lines of research.

Yet along with all this scientific work Dr. Pandya never lost that wider interest
and pursuit of the values which are eternal, whether in the field of religion or in that
of art. His was no narrow orthodoxy, nor was he carried away by the spirit of moder-
nity into a rejection of the great heritage of India’s past. Meetings of the Agra
Graduates’ Association and, later on, of the International Fellowship could always look
to Dr. Pandya for stimulating and instructive contributions.

Such leadership won the respect as well as the affection of his colleagues and
of his students. It counted for very much during the troubled years when successive
appeals were made to students lo give up their studies for political reasons, and there
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was a real danger of divided aims and councils within the College-life. As Principal of
the College I could always count on the fullest understanding and support in the
diffienlt task of conserving and developing the values of a real education in the rapidly
changing conditions and circumstances of the time.

- With Dr. Pandya’s death we lost a real eolleague and friend, with whose friendly
support we at St. John's had lwved through exciting times. His work and influence has

connted for very much in the lives of successive generations of students and in the
building up of the life of India.
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MY FRIEND

DR. 5. 5. DESHPFANDE

IT Wwas a morning in May 1917. I had finished my breakfast and was standing in the
veranda of the boarding-house of the Indian Institute of Science (Bangalors) where

I bad gone for work while my college was closed for the swmmer vacation. A fair,
lean young man, with an intelligent look, passed by me, towards the laboratories. He
was a strapger to me, He was carrying in his hands a biz glass flask containing milk.
The quantity of milk roused my curiosity.

"Who is he ?’ I asked a senior colleague standing by me.

“He 1s Mr. Pandya from Agra” was the reply. "He is interested in the chemircal
composition of milk, particularly in the vitamin contents.’

Vitamins ! A very difficult subject in those days for a man like me just out of
college. My mind at once placed that stranger on a platform much above me. God
had ordained that this stranger was to be very closely associated with me in my life.

Although he worked in the biochemistry laboratory and I was in the organic
chemistry laboratory of the Institute, we met twice or thrice thereafter in the Insti-
tute premises and made ourselves acquainted with one another, But the acquaintance
did not develop furtber; and in the two following summer vacations either he or I did
not go to the Institute.

It was now 1919, The World-war One was just over and truce was signed
November of that vear. Free communication between countries was established. I was
about that time nursing in my mind an idea to go to England for work n a
research laboratory. T had read the report of the Industrial Commission appointed by
the Government of India that year and I was interested in the recommendations made
by Professor Thorpe (who was invited by the Government of India in this connection)
about instituting an Indian Chemical Service. I was greatlv impressed by these recom-
mendations. Taking courage in my hands I wrote to Professor Thorpe asking him
whether he would kindly admit me to his laboTatory at the Imperial Colleze of Science
and Technology, London, for research in chemistry.

I was fortunate, In May 1920 I received a reply that I would be admitted.
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Having gained this great point I started making my preparations for a voyage.
I also succeeded in getting my passage by S.S. ‘the Loyalty’ which was scheduled to
sail from Bombay in the last week of Angust,

The thought that I was embarking on a distant voyage all by myself was
weighing on my mind. I wished I had somebody to keep company, A friend informed
me that Mr. Pandit, a common friend of ours, was also a passenger on board the
‘Loyalty”. 1 was delighted and wrote at once to him asking him whether we could
meet before embarkation, I waited in vain for his reply. There was none.

On the scheduled date in August I embarked at Bombay. My brother who
had come to see me off was standing on the pier with tears in his eyes. I wipad my
own tears and turned around to sce my fellow passengers. And behold! There was
Pandya standing on the deck. So it was not Pandit, but Pandya who was zailing in
the same boat with me, There was a kum-kum ‘tilak’ on his forehead, garlands around
his neck and a coco-put in his hand. I see him as clearly now as I did forty years
ago. His people had come to see him off. Among them was his wife.

It was a memorable voyage of the ‘Loyalty’ in more than one sense. It was her
Jast voyage as a passenger vessel as I learnt later. She was a small vessel of about ten
thousand tons in the fleet of the Scindia Steam Navigation Company. During the war
which had ended, she was being used as a hospital ship. There were a number of
Europeans and Indians on board. Among them were P, C. Ray and Megh Nad Saha.
There were also some who were going for training to enter the I. C, S,

Pandya and 1 now began to meet frequently on the deck. He too was going to
London for admission to Thorpe’s laboratory, We talked about the subjects we had in
our minds for work which we proposed to start after admission. I discovered that
besides science, Pandya bad great interest in literature and poetry.

The ‘Loyalty’ was cruising exceptionally slowly, but the passengers were all
in good cheer. The Captain gave us a special feast on the Raksha Bandhan day. It
took us about twenty days to reach Marseilles, the port of destination of the ship. Here
we disembarked and parted company.

Pandya and I were admitted to Thorpe's laboratory at the Imperial College in
the frist week of October 19z0. For want of accommodation T was given a place for
work in the main hall of the laboratory, while Pandya was provided place in the room
atdjoining Assistant Professor Dr. Whiteley's. Thorpe took both of us directly under him
instead of assigning us to Dr. Whiteley as was done in some cases, Pandya expressed
his desire to work on vitamins, in which he was interested. He was however advised
that vitamins being a difficult subject he may take it up later; but first he should be
initiated into the methods of research, and for this purpose it would be best if he formed
part of Thorpe's school. He readily agreed to this. I too did so, but after a month’s un-
successful attempt at independent work.
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Ingold who had recently joined the staff used to advise us. Thorpe also came
to our seats whenever possible. The plans about our work were made by Thorpe
and Ingold in consultation.

We found two [ndian workers who had Dbeen working in the laboratory sines
some fime. One of them was Naik, senior in age and experience. He was working
independently with his organic sulphar compounds. As his werk was nearing comple-
tiom, and as he was comparatively free; he used to come to us and give us the
advantage of his experience, '

Thorpe’s school was mostly working on a subject which had its origin in a
previous work by Perkin and Thorpe. This was formation and stability of eyclic com-
pounds including the spirc compounds. Ingold’s mathematical brain had just furnished
a quantitative basis for the wvalency-deflection hypothesis. Connected with this worlk,
which included wvalency—deflection caused by gem—diallyl groups, was the work on the
=ynthesis of degradation produocts of camphor which 15 known to have in its molecule
a gem-dimethyl group., The synthesis of one such compound was the problem given
to Pandya.

This compound was obtained in 1802 by Balbiano, by very cautious oxidation of
camphoric acid. It is an acid and has come to be known as Balbiano’s acid. It loses
cartbon monoxide and turns into trimethyl succinic acid. On redoction with bydriodic
acid it affords « BB trmethyl glutaric acid, The latter was subsequently synthesised
by Perkin and Thorpe. On the basis of these observations Balbiano assizned to this
acid a propylene oxide structure.

However, with his experience about the stability of ring structures, Thorpe
considered the Balbiano structure unlikely. It was therefore decided to establish the
correct structure by synthesis of the compound. A route for such a synthesis was
planned and Pandya’s task was to bring about the synthesis.

After a patient work extending over a period of two years, during which
many difficulties were encountered and had to be overcome, the desired synthesis was
achieved and, as expected, the Balbiano structure was found to be incorrect. It was
established beyond doubt that the acid has a five membered lactonol ring structure.
It was later established that it is a case of ring-chain tantomerism. The lactonol form
s the ping form, while the ketone is the open-chain form. This work of Pandya has
been published as a joint paper by Pandya and Thorpe in the Journal of the Chemical
Society. (J. Chem. Soc. 1923, 28352).

When space became available in the room in which Pandya was working T was
shifted from the hall to that room. It was a narrow rectangular room with only one
row of working benches, a large window with translucent glass, an extra large spare
=mk and two fume cupboards. As Pandya and I were the only workers in the room
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we kept common apparatus. We arranged our combustion furnace in one of the fume
cupboards. In the other we used to coock our lunch, consisting of boiled potatoes and
khichari. We had agreed to take our turns alternately. Some times we used to
have a guest, generally Pandya's. He had =a large circle of friends. Some times
Naik also would peep in, One day when it was my turn to cook Pandya announced:
‘We are having a guest. C. V. Raman is coming.” I took special care to adjust the
proportion of salt and chili in the Rhichars in order to suit the South Indian taste.
1 found that I had guaged correctly.

Being the only twe occupents of our room we used to talk on various topics
outside chemistry. The social, cultural and moral side of Pandya’s life, as revealed
in these talks, impressed me. He was fond of lectures, and for this purpose had
become member of many societies. At his instance I became a member of the Botish
Chemical Society and of the Society of Chemical Industry, We generally used to
attend together the meetings of the Chemical Society which were held in the Society’s
rooms at Puorlington House. At these meetings papers were read or lectures were
delivered. I specially recollect now one of these meetings in 1920 at which the first
Fischer Memorial Lecture was delivered by Forster in a masterly style. (Emil Fischer
had died in rgr19).

About December 1921 Pandva told me one day that he had decided to go to
America as a member of the Society of Chemical Industry. The anuuval meeting of the
Society was to be held in America that year. [ pursuaded him not to go as the trip
to America would be expensive. Morcover this would mean loss of time which he
could profitably use in advancing his research. He was however determined. He told
me that if he went to America as an individual he would not be shown round the
industries and the institutions as freely as when he was a Soclety member. So he
went and returned after two months. He learnt much about American life and American
institutions, but as I had feared he was unable to complete his work for his thess
by the end of May 1922,

Having completed my work, I left London for India in the middle of June that
year, Pandya did not at all mind that I was leaving ahead of him, because he had
confidence that he too would complete his work soon. And so he did, and returned to
India in 1923. I was back to my post at Holkar College, Indore. He too was back to
his post at 5t. John's Callege, Agra.

For months thereafter T had no direct news of him. The silence was ominous.
And it proved to be so. One Mr. Antani who come to my college as an examiner in-
troduced himsell as Assistant Professor of Chemistry at 5t. John's College, Agra. He
broke the news about the death of Pandya's wife, I felt extremely sorry. Pandya loved
his wife deatly. He had told me in confidence while at London that she, like him, had
lost her mother in her young age, and the senss of that loss had brought them closer.
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In 1927 Agra University was established. Holkar College came under it. Pandya.
had a hand in shaping the curricula and syllabi for examinations of the new univer-
sity. With a realisation of the importance of rescarch he moulded them in such a
way that by regulation it became necessary for every student taking Final M. Sc
examination in chemistry to do a small piece of research and to write a thesis
thereon. In addition to the thesis the student had to do the theory papers also.

This had the expected result, Research which was then rare, and confined to
St. John's Colleze and Agra College now took root in other soils also, I, in particular,
greatly benefited by this new regulation. After my return from England my research
propensities had almost dried up for want of a favourable climate. The new regulation
now forced the creation of such a climate. In compliance with that regulation, my
college had to provide research facilities to me and to my Al. Sc. students

Pandya too was benefited. He had the Perkin’s reaction in his mind. (We had
discussed it before) And since research was compulsory for every Final M. Sc. student,
the Perkin reaction with its wvariants formed the subject of research of these students.
The variants were with the carbonyl compounds, the reactive methylene compounds,
and the basic catalysts (pyridine, piperidine, lutidine etc.), and in their proportions.
With these variants the Perkin-reaction provided field for work to a large number of
workers in Pandya’s laboratory. The numerous references to papers from his laboratory,
quoted under ‘the Perkin-Reaction’ in Roger Adam’s ‘Organic Reactions’ testifies to
the wastness of this work.

I was passing through an unsatisfactory state of affairs at my college during
the session 1044-45. The administrative work I was called upon to do created differe-
nces between me and my superior. It was also sapping my energy which I could have
utilised for fruitful research, I therefore decided voluntarily to ask for retirement
from service. Somebody told me that H. Krall, Pandva’s counterpart at Aera College,
with whom [ was on friendly terms, was about to retire. I wrote to him and informed
him about my decision. I also asked him whether it would be possible for him to
provide me for work in his laboratory room, which was rich and well equipped. My
letter produced an unexpected result, Krall suggested to the managing committee of
his college that I may be chosen as his successor. His wish was granted, and after
necessary formalities I received an order about my appointment as professor of chemistry
at Agra College. Providence wished that I should be once again closely assoctated
with Pandya, and now for a longer period.

Co-operation between St. John's College and Agra College in the teaching of
chemistry to M. Sc. classes of the two institutions was already in practice, But there
were certain misconceptions in the minds of the teaching staff which marred the distinct
advantages of such cooperation. Pandya and I now tried to remove those mis-
conceptions, and stimulate co-operation. We distributed between us the topics for
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teaching, We arranged lectures and discussions on the research problems that were being
done at the two institutions. The libraries at both were made available to the staff
and students. In short we tried to stimulate research by co-operation between the
two eolleges.

Pandya retired from service in 1947. His college however retained him and
gave him an independent room for his own work. The university tespected his
mature experience and consulted him in academic matters, His health was deteriorating.

A little latter his illness began to take a serious turn. Doctors advised his going
to Bombay and settling down there in his own house which he had built. So in 1950
he left Agra vacating the house in which he had lived for twenty five years. I saw him
off with a heavy heart.

But that was not to be the end of my association with him. The final act
happily remained.

In 1953 I left Agra and moved to Gwalior where T had been appointed Director
of an industrial laboratory, I was not now connected with any university or a college.
I was outside the academic sphere. I used to get news from Bombay and was glad
to learn that Pandya's health had improved. His youngest danghter Rajani was
attending to him and also working in a laboratory teo complete her work for Ph, D.
which she had commenced at Agra.

In October 1955 I received a registered parcel from Agra University. On opening
I found it contained a Ph. D. thesis. It was Rajani’s thesis and Agra University had
appointed me one of the examiners of that thesis! Most astonishing this was,

Brushing aside all private sentiments I examined the thesis purely on its merit,
and sent a favourable report to the university. It was really a good piece of research.

Two months later another registered parcel came from the university. It contained
a letter. I was appointed to examine this Ph. D. candidate in viva voce also and the
viva voce examination was to be conducted at Ahmedabad to suit the convenience of
the other examiner. I saw clearly the hand of Providence in all this. He wanted me
to meet Pandya once again at Ahmedabad which is not far from Bombay and where
he was sure to accompany his daughter, And this is exactly what happened. There
I found him with Rajani. He was waiting for me,

Pandya and I had now an hour or two entirely to ourselves. I was glad to see
him in excellent health and as lively as ever. We reviewed our past, talked about
the present and tried to think about the future which we knew in our minds would
be short, I then bade good-bye to him and started off for the railway station,

And that was the last we saw of one another.
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KANTILAL CHHAGANLAL PANDYA

SHEI POFPATLAL . SHAH

1L E was the friend who has Jeft permanent impressions on my life and I have no
hesitation in accepting the invitation to join in another symposium on his life.
He was the personality that stood for goodness and greatness throughout his long
and useful life, he never spoke evil of others nor in terms even approaching valgarity
either in tone, spirit or language. He was the soul of equanimity. I bave seldom seen
him wvisibly perturbed at any time during his long life and he maintained to an
eminent degree what C. D. Larson calls balance of poise and peace of mind.

I first met him in the middle of the year 1go7 just a few weeks hefore the
B. A, Examination of the Bombay University. He was then a student of Bahauddin
College, Junagadh and had come to Bombay for reading for the examination in which
I was also appearing. We were brought together by my old friend Bhanushankar
Yajnik of the Wilson College at Chowpatty. We were s0 anxious to meet each other
that instead of meeting in his room or in my laboratory, we walked towards each
other and met in the passage near the bath room. This meeting I will never forget,
In addition to the simple shirt, dhoti and slippers, he had a distinctive appearance
owing to a small pearl ear-ring in the upper portion of his right ear. My impression
is that he kept on this ear-ring for several years after his graduation. He used to
speak slowly and solemnly even about the ordinary subjects and while making a point
would unconsiously but gracefully shake hise head leading to a characteristic movement
of the ear-ring, which gave a firm conviction of his views. The use of a pearl or di-
amond ear-ring by young men was in that period (roos and 1910) a characteristic
feature of all opulent Gujarati boys.

I must confess I remember to have worn a similar ear-ring occasionally in my
tight ear till I was about 12z years old, In fact during my stay in Northern India
from 1910 to 1914, I came to know that piercing the lower lobe of the ears was a
characteristic of Hindu boys and taboo to the Muslims.

After this meeting was over, where we discussed mainly the text-books to be
read, we met frequently in Bombay whenever he used to come. He studied for M. A.
in Prof. T, K. Gajjar’s Laboratory while I worked as Dakshina Fellow at Wilson College.

23



Through him T met Chandrasbankar Pandya and his group interested in Gujarati
literature. This led later on to my joining Gurjar Sabha, and to my contributing
Gujarati articles to “Samalochak”, a quarterly magazine, edited by Chandrashankar.

About that time Kantilal Pandya published the biography of his uncle, the great
Gujarati author Govardhanram Tripathi. The book captured my imagination and appealed
to me and others on account of the clarity and chastity of style and diction and
the modern principles of biographical art which he expounded., The book gave Kanti-
lal Pandya a sound place among Gujarati literateurs (described by the crude word
Sakshar, one with k!ttEIS.:I One of my own attractions towards him prubah]}' arose
from my anxiety to approach his stvle of writing simple and pure Gujarati.

In October 1910 I was appointed Professor of Chemistry at the Forman Chri-
stian College at Lahore. This led te frequent travelling in northern India. Justice
H. V. Divetia was then Professor of Philosophy at the Bareilly Goverment College and
we had a group of Gujarati professors at Agra. My contact with the Agra group of
Professors, Trivedi and Dave, made me suggest that Kantibhai may apply to the
Principal of St. John's College, Agra for a vacant post. The circumstance in which
this happened are explained in his letter dated zoth January 1939 written on the
occasion of the silver jubilee of his work at Agra. I have taken the liberty of prin-
ting it in full, as it gives a fair picture of his great personality.

Agra, 20-I-39
“My Dear Popatbhai,

How ever shall T adegunately thank you ? It is for letters such as this of yours,
and for talks—such as we have never managed for a long time to hold-that my heart
is ever hungering. _

A “jubilee” ipso facto makes one’s mind dig deep in the past. A Silver Jubilee
here must necessarily bring up and revitalise all the circumstances bringing up and
attending my arrival here, :

You had certainly a “vigorous band”, if T may say so, In “sending” me to
Agra. To this day I did not know of your talk with Dave and Trivedi in 1gir or
1g12, But you asked me (at Ahmedabad) if I would go with you to the railway sta-
tion to meet Dave-then on his way to Agra. Of course I agreed. On the platform,
Dave referred to the vacancy caused by the the sudden death of the English ocen-
pant of the post: and then asked me if T would care to go. Yon spontansously and
energetically pressed me to apply. I was both unprepared and uowilling. But having
an old-fashioned semse of filial duty I wrote to my father about it —in the complete
assurance that be wounld say ‘ne’. Judge of my surprise and annoyance when he
strongly advised me to apply. Much against my will I applied: I almost consciously
penned it so carelessly that it might be rejected. I doubt if any Principal to-day
would entertain an application in which you ask him to write to yoo for certificates
i they were desired!
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Kantibhai: as a voung hov

T R

Chandrashanker Kantibhai Vasantha
Pandya [sister)



However Dave did his work thoroughly. A telegram came and I was in a fix.
With all due respect to you, to Dave and to my father, I would have said no and gone
on what I had planned to be my path  but Umang's health was bad — physically
and mentally she was very near to coliapse. The worst was that no one knew — except
myself: and none cared much. She and I had no home - no mother —no home ! T saw in
Agra a deliverance for her, an escape from the atmosphere which was jarring on

her sensitive mind and threatening to break her down......“Away from Nadiad-
Nagarvada......away from Chinabag......away, far away......with only each other for
company and companionship, if we did not want others......... =

Perhaps you can now understand how I bowed to this......

And a second time, eleven vears after, we returned here in high hopes. Bat
she never kept well and had probably contracted troubles which ultimately ended the
play of the worn-out body. Poor dear, she always toiled and worried for others —
and all along with such a sweetness and cheerfulness that people for whom she toiled
never suspected that she was working herself to almost death.........

The easier and better times that have followed, she did not Live to enjoy or
even witness,

But I must not allow myself to go on in this strain, To make vou sad is a very
ungrateful thing to do.

And yet I must say one word more: and it is that you c¢an perhaps under-
stand something of the deep joy with which I see more fortunate of my friends happy
with their good wives, and of the sincerity with which I wish them long-long vears
of continued happiness. As Kalidas makes one of his heroes say :

71 wag ¥ Gemfargai o g s A: 1
* * L]
To turn to a pleasanter past: our acquaintance begun in Nov.-Dec, 07 is
" much older than a silver jubilee. And vour generous affection has expressed itself -
in these 3z-years—-in countless ways, on so many occasions, and in so many diffe-
rent places too.
I heartily join in your good wishes thoogh I realize that opportunities have
become rarer,
L] * *
I hope you have good news from home, Please send my remembrances when
you write mext.
With kindest regards, Yours Sincerely
Kantibhai
My stay at Lahore from 19710 to 1914, at Lucknow from 1916 to 1917, at Calcutta
from 1925 to 19z7, at Ranchi from 1930-31, at Delhi 1931, Lahore 1932, Calcutta
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from 1937 to 39 gave me many opportunities to meet Kantibhai at Agra, which was
centrally situated though inconveniently located. I used to visit the family every two
or three years if not every year.

The period of their stay at Agra extended to nearly 33 years and Agra was
virtnally their permanent home in every sense of the term. I used to visit them when
the couple had no children and also later on when the family grew after the arrival
of three charming daughters, Kuonjbala (who unfortunately died at a premature age
at Nursing Home at Bombay), Rashmibala (M. Sc. in Chemistry) and Rajanibala
(Ph. D. in Chemistry). I enjoyed free hospitality of the family at all awkward times
e. g. on return from the railway station at 12 o'clock at night after having missed
the connection between Tundla and Agra, Umangbahen was the spirit of hospitality
and was anxious to keep every one happy in spite of her delicate health. The family
had musical talents and I have seen young children being taught music by Kantibhai
himself, in the moon-lit terrace of their spacious though curiously located house.
Kantibhai used to sing himself well with a vigour and voice I have seldom heard
after their artival in Bombay: the artistic mind of the girls has also forgotten all
about the music probably owing to overdoses of Chemistry and domesticity,

While in Agra Kantibhai had lead an active and pleasant life. He used to go
unceremoniously in Agra on bicycle sometimes in his dhoti protected by a sola hat
on his head. He was fond of Tennis and regularly played the game for many years.
His thirst for knowledge and intellectnal friends was great. He was fond of attending
public meetings where he would be called upon to speak either in English or in Hindi
on account of his witty and well-polished powers of speaking. His house was open
to everyone in the sincerity of his hospitality and attracted many friends like Profe-
csor . V. Raman and Mrs. Raman. He believed in hospitality and friendship.

Daring my stay at Lahore as Professor of Chemistry at the Forman Christian
Colleze, I came into close contact with my co-examiner Professor B. Mouat-Jones, I.
. S He had started research work on super-solubilities (determination of freezing
points of saturated solutions of various salts) and suggested that I should adopt his
subject for further rescarch. We nsed to get vacation from the end of June to the
middle of October and during this vacation in 1912 I managed to find time to work
at the Tata Indian Institute of Science which had just begun working at Bangalore.
When I reached Bangalore I was agreeably surprised to find Kantibhai and Professor
D. D. Kanga of Bombay also working on research problems. These three months’
stay together gave me an opportunity of coming into close contact with Hantibhai’s
vigorous personality. We were both young men of about 20 years full of ideals and
aspirations. Ouat of various possible avenues for the progress of the country, after long
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discussions we came to the conclusion that we were both temparamentally suited for
the work in the cause of popularising science through Gujarati language. Although we
had no similar occasions to stay so near for long periods (except after retirement at
Khar) this contact proved very useful in cementing the growing fricndship. Apart from
personal contacts in family life and in social circles, this idea of encouraging scientific
literature in Gujarati language was a great source of consolidation of friendship. On
my return from Bangalore I started writing simple articles on popular science in (rujarati
beginning with Shagdi (cooking charcoal stove) and Air, These were first published in
first Gujarati women’s magazine “'Sundari-Subodh” edited by Shri Ram Mohan Rai
from Abmedabad. I began to write scientific articles also for Anand Shankar Dhruva’s
Journal “Vasant’ and also in “Samalochak’, edited by Chandrashankar Pandya. The work
thus initiated by Kantibhai's encouragement has resulted in the publication of ‘Vignan—
Vinod". This brought me into contact with Prof, Balwantrai Thakore who was the
Secretary of the Gujarati Sahitya Parishad in 1917 and who undertook to publish it,
Another book “Vignan-Vichar' has run into four editions, while the third book ‘Vignan—
Vivel’ has not reached completion. 1 never forget my indebtedness to Kantibhai who
initially encouraged me to work in this direction. I should like to record hers that
Kantibhai also performed his part of the contract by writing in Gujarati very well
and frequently. He published two remarkable books ‘Vignan-Mandir’ Parts 1 & 2.

T am not commenting on the various other aspects of his life, particulary the
detailed career at Agra about which there are several other contributors, but I always
found it a pleasure to meet him sometimes suddenly in Bombay or at Agra or at any
other place where Science Congress or any Scientific or literdry gathering was held.
Lut T may mention my pathetic remembrances of the iliness of his wife ‘Umangbahen’
leading to her death at Nadiad in the year 1926 and of his accomplished daughter
Kunjabala at Bombay in the year 1634. There is no point in reviving the sentiments
of sympathy and saffering oceasioned by these deaths beyond mentioning that he bore
these two great losses with utmost forbearance and peace of mind. Having personally
suffered two exactly similar shocks I can appreciate what they had mecant to the
semsitive soul of Kantibhai,

After his daughters became students at College they helped in his research pro-
gramme and he used to take them round to the Annual meetings of the Indian Science
Congress at which the trio would form a well known group at almost every Annual
session, When he came to stay at Khar after retirement we had frequent visits which
brought us mentally and spiritually nearer every year.

During my private life, T have not been able to cultivate many friendships and
so I appreciated my contact with Kantibhaj as among the most pleasant, profitable
and responsive. Owing to his very accomodative nature and his self-effacing habits, [
bave bad never an occasion either to complain or have a feeling of dis-satisfaction.
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From the inter-leaved copy of my glossary which I had given for correction,
which I have since got back and preserved I have the satisfaction of knowing that he
was ready to offer his advice and help if he had not been disturbed by his last illness
arising from Cancer. I do not propose mentioning about the dread disease which resulted
in his death but which did not sour his temper, which provoked an equanimity of
mind envied even by his doctors. He managed to co-operate with the medical advice
and fought admirably with disease for nearly seven years. The last few months of his
illness were painful, yet he showed an unparalleled anxiety to meet old friends and
to bid good-bye.

After his retirement in Khar he sacrificed his life in many ways. He left the
European dress and went about bare-headed in the dhoti and long shirt (Eafni), He
developed his study of Sanskrit and it was a pleasure to see him recite Sanskrit quota-
tions at the meetings of the All India P. E. N. Centre. He devoted himself to Gujarati
literature to which he made important contributions. It will be a permanent memorial
to the sincerity and the capacity of hard work displayed by Kantibhai that his old
contribution to the memory of his uncle Shri Goverdhanram Madhavram Tripathi has
taken a permanent shape. The trouble that he had taken in editing his diary and his
other works and in celebrating the centenary of that great man in spite of ill health
and physical pain, will always be regarded as contribution of great literary style. Perhape
the most suceessful contiibution to the ideals of his uncle was the practice of ‘Sakshar
Jivan' (Ruze maq) in actual life of sincere literary work without the intention of reward,
financial or otherwise, He preferred to live quietly in retirement without search of
honours or recognition. May his soul rest in eternal peace,

“Research™

“Research has great educational value and can be made a good test
of a man’s mental power. I have often observed wvery striking mental
devlepment in students after they have spent a year or two on research:
they gain independence of thought, maturity of judgment, increased
critical power and self-reliance, in fact they are carried from mental
adolescence to manhood...

I think that when once the tesearch has been started, the student
chould be encouraged to try to overcome difficulties by his our efforts,
and that the assistance given by the teacher should not be more than
is necessary to keep him {rom being disheartemed by failure, and to
prevent the work getting on lines which cannot lead to success.”

(Ouotation from persomal collection) —J. J- Thomson
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DR. KANTILAL C. PANDYA : SOME REMINISCENSES
BY A LIFE LONG FRIEND

BY SHEIl GANGAPRASAD MEHTA

T was in 1913 that I had the good fortune of meeting Dr. Kantilal C. Pandya at

St. John's College, Agra, where he was appointed Professor of Chemistry, I was
then a student in that College preparing for my Degree examination. I remained there
in close and intimate association with him for two years, often enjoying his delightful
company and inspiring discourses,

Agra was growing at that time into an important educationai centre in Northern
India, where Dr. Pandya soon made his mark as a very efficient teacher of Chemistry.
As soon as his reputation became well established and his influence widened, he came
to be regarded as an institution in himself. His relations with his colleagues were
extremely happy and cordial. He was immensely popular in the student community
of Agra. His pupils looked upon him as their guide, philosopher and friend. The instru-
ction that he imparted was full of moral earnestness. Like Goldsmith's Village preacher,
he allured his pupils, at times, to ‘brighter worlds and led the way'. The question of
students’ indiscpline never worried him. His gracious presence in their midst was enough
to inspire in them a sense of reverence for him. It is needless to say that a teacher
who is unable to exert his moral influence on the students is Iike salt which has lost
its savour, But it was otherwise with Dr. Pandya, who was always a radiating centre
of inspiration to his students, In the literary and social gatherings of teachers and
students, held from time to time, he was always ‘the observed of all observers’ and
was listened to with rapt attention, if he happened to give a talk on any subject.
The secret of his popularity lay in the fact that Lis day to day routine of life was
packed with “His little nameless unremembered acts of kindness and of love™” for
his students,

A few things that are ‘lovely and of good teport’ in the life of Kantibhai may
be worth remembering and recounting here. Whenever and wherever we happened to
meet him, he used to impress us greatly by his extraordinary skill in conversation
which he seemed to have cultivated as a fine art. His talks were full of illuminating
ideas on varied subjects. The style was the man; it was replete with ‘sweet reasonableness',
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If our opinions and convictions were deep-rooted and we did not see eye to eye with
him in respect of any matter, we would still be persuaded to appreciate his point of
view and the logic of his argument. His discossions were marked by 2 scrupulons
regard for truth and non-viclence in thought and speech. His talks were, truly ‘a feast
of Reason and a flow of Soul.

It is worth mentioning that with all his enthusiasm for scientific studies Dr.
Pandya was a keen lover of Humanities. He was quite versatile and could easily divert
himself from Science to Music and Poetry with a facility of expression all his own.
He was the type of a cultured man whom Mathew Arnold characterized as one who
was epamoured of ‘knowing the best that has been thought and done, in the history
of the beautiful buman spint’.

Recalling my past associations with Kantibhai at Agra, I love to dwell npon a
few incidents which brought us closer together and linked usin the silken ties of lile-
long love and friendship. Being a stranger to Agra and the United Provinces, he na-
turally felt drawn towards me, being a Gujarati-speaking member of his own community.
This casnal acquaintance of mine developed and decpened into a fast friendship between
ns. We met at frequent intervals for pleasure-trips to the beautiful and magnificent
monuments of Mogul architecture of Agra and its neighbourhood. We also planned and
enjoyed excursions to sacred places like Mathura and Brindaban of which the stately
and solemn temples made a deep impression on Kantibhai and his wife. They were
also good enough to give me the pleasure of their company at my Home town Anupshahr
which is situated on the sacted bank of the Ganges.

During the summer wvacation of 1915, Dr. Pandya extended a kind invitation
to me to visit Gujarat. 1 responded cheerfully to this invitation and went directly to
Nadiad, the home of Kantibhai, and a hallowed spot in virtue of its literary associa-
tions with Goverdhan Ram Tripathi. I visited Surat, Abmedabad, Baroda, Bombay
and Poona. Dr. Pandya gave me his company and wise guidance at some of this places.
It was so good of him to have introduced me to men of light and leading at every place.

Dr. Pandya spared no pains to make my stay at these several places as comfortable,
instructive and delightful as possible, possibly acting on the Upanishadic injunction of
treating a guest as a god [aqfﬁﬁf{eﬁ* w5). Thanks to his generous hospitality, these valuable
and delightful experiences are treasured up in my memory to which I have turned
for very many years with a ‘longing, lingering look behind’.

After this visit to Gujarat which lasted for more than a month, Kantibhai and
myself were separated from each other and our meetings, for a long gap of time, were
few and far between. When I became Registrar of the Banaras Hindu University,
Dr. Pandya used to pay a visit to Banaras to conduct the practical examinations of
the College of Science, It was only four or five times that he came to Banparas. He
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had a great fascination for this ancient seat of Learning~‘this sweet City of dreaming
spires’. At about this time I had the rare privilege of welcoming Kantibhai's venerable
father Sri Chhaganlal Harilal Pandyva who happened to come on pilgrimage to Banaras,

We retired almost simultaneously from the Educational Service. Dr. Pandva
settled in Bombay, while I settled in Caleutta. But, as fate would have it, we hoth
became cancer patients after some time. I was advised to take my treatment at the
Tata Cancer Hospital at Bombay. I did not inform Kantibhai about my seriousillness
advisedly. But it so happened that a common friend from Banaras flashed thiz news
to him which upset him very much. In the absence of any definite information about
my whereabouts at Bombay, it was with great difficulty that he was able to ascertain
my local address from the records of the Tata Hospital where I was registered as an
outdoor patient. One fine evening, to my great surprise, I found Kantibhaj sitting in
4 sad mood beside my sick-bed. Despite his own illness, he hurried up in a state of
utter perplexity to see me, All this episode is evidence of Kantibhai’s noble nature
which, in the Shakespearean phrase, was ‘too full of the milk of human kindness’.

After my first treatment in September 1953 I was required to wvisit Eombay
at stated intervals for the last five years for my medical check-up. These visits afforded
me an opportunity to meet Kantibhai off and on at his beagtiful home at Khar, We
used to compare notes with each other as to how we were fighting this fell disease.
All of a sudden, about September 1958 a letter from Rajani Ben gave me the sad
news that Kantibhai was losing vitality and was almost sinking. The next letter said
that he was no more. The news fell upon me like a bolt from the blue. The Inevitable
Hour came with the suddenness of a lightning flash and took him away to ‘the undis-
covered country, from whose bourne no traveller has ever returned.” Sad and sombre
thoughts overpowered me for some days.

“The moving finger writes; and, having writ,
loves on: nor all your Plety nor Wit
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line,
Ner all your tears wash out a word of it.”
Omar Khayyam.

These short reminiscenses which give a few ghmpses of Dr. Pandya cannot be
considered to be full and fair, unless mention iz made of his noble consort Shrimati
Umang Lakshmi of revered memory. She was, really and truly, a ‘Griha Lakshmi’,
radiating love and happiness. In fact, she was ‘the nurse, the guide, the guardian of
his heart’ as long as she was alive. But as God ordained it, the croel hand of Death
took her away in the prime of life, Dr. Pandya endured this terrible calamity with
unflinching fortitude and calm resignation. His love for her was so deep-seated that
after her death he refused to entertain any proposal for a zecond marriage, although
he was in the bloom of youth. “Though lost to sight, to memory dear’, she remained
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enshrined ever afterwards in his innermost heart till his dying day. They were kindred
spirits, ever true to that ideal of love which our great Sanskrit Dramatist Bhavabhuti
has beautifully portrayed in the following verse:

“gigd gazEANTIY §ARqaT 3

famrar gaal ag @l AegAmAl @l
FPaEIEEEAiug Awaga Raay

w2 §R gOEei sUAwE fg amadl” IO O 9 A6 9.

‘Rare is the sincere love of such an excellent being-for with difficulty is it obtained —
love which is unmoved in happiness and misery, which iz affectionate in all conditions,
on which the heart can rest, of which the sweetness cannot be taken away even by
old age, which ripens into firm attachment after time has removed all reserve’,

To sum up. I wish I could express in words something of the image which the
name of Kantibhai always brings vivdly to my mind. His delicate and handsome
figure, his face radiant with sweet smile, his innate kindliness and unselfishness of
disposition, his engaging manners, all these gave a singular charm to his personality
and endeared him to every one who came into close and intimate contact with him.
The salient features of his noble character may be aptly delineated in the charming
verse of the great Sanskrit Poet Bhavabbuti as follows :

“famarn gfaffmaagn afe faa

aF Feanf Rgmgde: o=

g ar gag aEmfTaiiaEg )

we aEmEeR g REmn” S W 9% 2.

‘A way of life full of love and charity, a way of speaking attractive on account of
its modesty, a mind that naturally seeks the happiness of others, blameless affection,
as at the beginning so at the end, this same pure guileless secret of the Good which
never loses its sweetness, is ever victorious'.

The death of Kantibhai has created in my heart an aching void which God out
of his boundless Grace will fill up in his own good time, but, while paying my last
loving tribute to his sweet memory, I may, in the spirit ol calm resignation, take
comfort in the thought that his:

Life’s race well run,
Life’s work well done,
Life’s victory wom,
Now cometh rest.
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Wile: Umanglakshmi Kaptibliai



FELLOWSHIP : ITS FORMATION AND FRUITION

SHRI ST. NIHAL SINGH

I
JUST about nine and thirty vears ago K. C. Pandya for the first time stepped across
the threshold of No. 29 Rollscourt Avenue, Herne Hill, London, SE. There my good
Iady of American blood and birth but more of an Indian than even I then dwelled.
The 11th summer of our English Journalism was turning to antumn. World War One
had ended a year earlier with the signing of the armistice on November 1T, I9Ig.

I recall that a letter had been received from Gurmukh, my voungest brother,
Some 1I years my junior, he had been “mothered” by his sister-in-law-Mrs. Cathleyne
St. Nihal Singh--during the many years we were educating him in England. Upon
return to the Motherland, armed with letters from me commending him to highly pla-
ced persons, “Batcha’™ (Mrs. Singh’s spelling) had found anchorage in a College run at
Agra by an English missionary society. Therein Pandya taught Chemistry. From what
Gurmukh, recciving only a pittance, wrote us the two took to each other at sight
and sound. He asked us to welcome his colleague while that colleague was pursuing
advanced studies at the London University from which he was desirous of securing
a Ph. D.

“Easier said than done™ Mrs. Singh had exploded as she read to me bits from
the letter she had opened while I was dictating to one of my secretaries an article
that was urgently needed. “Batcha is really too free with the introductions he gives,
He doss not realise how hard pressed we are with one kind or another of work. He
should have some consideration for us, instead of just showing off that he is yOur
brother and can, therefore, get people in touch with vou.”" How all this comes back

. to me as I sit manipuiating the typewriter that has been twice round the globe and,
3 with only occasional expert attention, still gives me service that I highty value. She
| bad the right to explode. With the tightening of the political struggie —a legacy of
the partition of Bengal — Curzon' folly — the writing required of us by news-
papers, magazines and teviews, also by publishers of books in North America, Furope
and Asla had increased almost beyond our capacity. Her physical resources had
also been taxed to the uttermost limit by the amount of entertaining she had to
do after our settling in London in 1911. Nearly every one of the leaders who came
from India and Ceylon on a mission and numerous visitors from countries near.

33




and far called at our house and she had to dejeuner, tea or dine them. Foodstuffs
had been in short supply during the war year, when Gurmukh was with us. If my
memory does not betray me some of them conld even then be obtained only upon
presentation of ration cards. So to Please her T suggested to her to write to her
“Batcha" not to be so free with the introductions. Whether this mollified her or her
abounding sense of hospitality asserted itself, she soon was her bright, cheerfy] =self,
and Profeszor Pandya was bidden to the house. A few days later the sequel so asto-
nished me that the details are fresh in my mind. Oblivious of all else save the taj]
of the article I was dictating in the room farthest away from the street, I was sum-
moned to tea in the dining room. “Why not here as usual ?"" T asked the maid.
“For the reason” she politely answered “that there js a visitor.” “Has he - or, is it,
a she? —just dropped in ?” “No, Mr. Singh, Mistress wrote him and asked him to
come at this time this day. By the look of things, he must be important, too. Mist-
Tess herselfl made salads and went to the shops to bring cakes.” “Al this is news to
me”, T reminded her. “But I will Just round off this para and be with them in ‘"z
ticks™. Pray go and tell them.”

She was a refined Englishwoman. Adversity had forced her to enter servica,
She bad had the good sense to g0 to a Domestic Science Institute. By dint of inte.
lligent and persevering industry she had obtained the diploma in housewifery, This
proved to her to be a Ppassport to us,

At the maid's heels when T entered the dining-room I witnessed a marvel,
The lady, who had rated Gurmukh for disturbing our life by being too free with the
letters of introduction he gave to his acquaintances, was talking thirteen to the dozen
and that with one of those “disturbers”, I could hardly believe my eyes or credit
my ears,

Cuick to notice my puzzlement, she, by way of explanation, remarked: “‘Pro-
fessor Pandya had been telling me about Lachhmi®, My sister-in-law bore that name
(the Punjabi form of Lakshmi), “Mrs. Pandya", my wife went on, “and the Professar
know Lachhmi quite well. They have, in fact, been like a sister and a brother to her™.

“This is very good hearing”, 1 assured them both. Very good news indeed it
was 10 me, for the reason I had been very anxious about Gurmukh's conjugal felicity.

“Professor Pandya tells me,” my good lady went on “that Lachhmi has plenty
of native shrewdness. She is far from dumb. He assures me that she will be able to
make her way in the world at Gurmukh’s side, She is, in fact, deing so™. {Turning
towards the caller she asked “Have you not been telling me all this? Or, have I been
making up all this

* In English colloguialism, signifying two tickings of the clock.
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After confirming my wife's statement, Professor Pandya added: “Now, Mr. 5t.

] Singh, let me tell you that I have known you, through your writings, since my

' college days and admired you. I was longing fo meet you. 1 rejoice that my
eague Gurmukh has paved the way for me to see you.”

. “And, may I add, a friend of mine and of yours has also helped in paving

Be way'’ I responded. He bears the name of Narottam Morarji Gokuldas. (So faras I

emember Narottam had not as yet dropped the last word from his cognomen). Did

you not accompany him to Londén a little while ago from Bombay 2"

It was Pandya’s turn to be surprised. He apparently had not expected that
=v as I was I would be so well informed about the movements of a person I was
just meeting. His lightening quick intelligence coming into play he complimented me

my ‘nose for news.'
“Let me tell you, Professor” I chipped in “it is not a matter merely of deduc-
son or of hearsay. Narottam is a [Hend of mine. He invited me to a dinner that
Be gave to a few friends”
“This was in celebration of a great event in India’s mercantile history”™, Narottam
pxplained to us at that dinner. At a stone’s throw Parliament buildings loomed in a
wofusion of powerful electric lights. To his right sat our dearly beloved friend Daulat
11, the Thakore Sahib of Limbdi; on the other was [. Narottam had evidently
very much chaffed about his part in the purchase of the hospital ship Lovalty’.
Maratha Maharaja of Gwalior, His Highness Madho Rao Scindia, with his almost
mcanny flaire for business, bad, it was bruited, got the better of the experienced
taptain of industry, the great Shettia mill owner. People said the vessel that had been
palmed off upon the would be ship-owners was little better than a hulk-a tub in fact.
“Well the tub, as the detractors would have it, has, after being refitted, been
thie to sail the seas on its own steam.” So asserted the highly sensitive Narottam in
wstification of the deal. “There is our friend the Thakore Sahib” he proceeded. “He
wossed over with ‘me. There are others. Some of them are of this company seated at
: -- by tables....
“Qur shupowning and shipsailing tradition stretched back hundreds even thou-
sands of years. Through various causes it was broken, Being the foremost maritime
---:-- our rulers encouraged their own seafarers and looked upon ours with a step-

otherly eye.
It was for some of us to join together the tradition that was broken. Our buy-
g of Loyalty’ may mark the beginning of a new era...” ("I, for one, devoutly hope™
guoth my lady “that this may prove to be the case and India’s maritime glory may
e revived in no time.")
While 1 was busy narrating the high lights of that dinner-meeting, Mrs. Singh
s2s doing her duty as hostess in filling cups with tea and passing the dainties, I
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being too engrossed in the talk to do my part of the entertaining. The new puest was
manifestly enjoying himself. He especially relished her salads. For these she, a cook
frem her girihood and an old writer on cookery for American and British publications,
was famuos,

As toward the gloaming Pandya was bidding us good bye he jokingly asked
Ber: “May T, Mrs. Singh, be allowed to occupy the chair in which Lokamanya Tilak
sat when he was visiting here? Or the one which Gopal Krishna Gokhale or Lajpat
Kai used? That is to say if T am to be permitted to return.”

We all laughed. While my wife was assuring him that he would be made wel-
come, particularly if he took the trouble to exchange a postal (American for a post
card), Pandya enlightened me with the gist of the talk she had been having with
him after she had learnt from him about her sister-in-law back in Agra. "I am gre-
atly in Mrs. Singh’s debt” he remarked. “By telling me of some of the leaders she
has been entertaining from time to time during hers and your decade of London jou-
rnalism she had summed up Indian history in the making, First there were Henry
and Millie Polak and other lientenants of Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa. Then
there were the Moderates like Bhupen Basu, Samartha and the like. Intermingled with
them were the extremists like Bipin Chandra Pal and Saklatvala, And finally we came
to Vithalbhai Patel, V. P. Madhav Rao, Sorojini Naidu: C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar...”

I, supposed to possess a retsntive Imemory, was lost in astonishment at the
manner in which the new comer had been able to siring together casumal remarks
made by his hostess by way of filling in the time while he and she were waiting for
me to appear,

It was in this manner that Kanti slipped into our life. He and we behaved as
it we had known him for years and years. He had gone on a journey that kept him
away from one another for decades or, was it 7, upen his return we and he had taken
up the thread of association where it had been dropped, My wife with her firm faith
n reincarnation said something of this kind after he had goue,

2

At this time, September 1920, K. C. Pandya must have heen in the 302, He was
short, even for a Gujarati, but sturdily built. For his size he had a powerful voice-
strong and resonant. There were spaces between his words, His enunciation carried
one back to the days when our Sanskritic forefathers attached the greatest impor-
tance to uchcharana. His interests were manifold. He did not “talk shop” — chemistry
had not wandered into the conversation, Politics, literature, culture occupied us,

The bus routes seemed to have been regulated to enable him to visit us at
frequent intervals, always with prior arrangement with Mrs. Singh. More often than
not he came after he was through with his research work at the laboratories of the
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Imperial College of Science and Techbnology in South Kensington. Occasionally he was
invited when there was a holiday. Then he motorbussed from his “digs" in QOxford

Street, Patney. His figure and voice became quite familiar to our housekeeper.

After he had called a few times he spoke to Mrs. St. Nihalsigh of a relation of
his wife's (“your relation, too,"” she added, being well versed in our Indian traditions).
Sapmukhlal, ikewise a Pandya, was lodging in the same house and shared some of
K. C. P.’s interests.

“Bring him alonz” said my lady, “the very next occasion you come”, Then and
there the date convenient to both was settled and entered in my Diary,

We were delighted to meet Sanmukhlal Pandya. His outlook upon life proved
to be similar to ours, In later life he and [ were to be friends and he was to render
me mestimable service in gleaning sheafs in certain literary fields, of which, I made
mention in my paper on the Gujarati litterateur Govardhanram Madhavram Tripathi,

I can easily reconstruct from memory the scene at which we were invited by
Pandya to go to his lodging house. A student freshly arrived from Kanada was at
our tea table. Strict vegetarian, he was being told by my wife to warn his landlady
not to cook his vegetables in suet or lard.

Pandya, who happened also to be at the tea table, said: “You Mrs. Singh come
with vour husband to 2o Oxford Road, Putney, where I live, and see for yourself how
very careful our landlady is in this matter. Do come and bring along Saint. [t will be
a pleasure and honour for me to have wou partake of an Indian luncheon’.

S0 the very next Sunday, when our stenotypists were not to cpme, we went.
Mrs. Knight, the landlady, proved to be an exceedingly pleasant person. She invited
Mrs. Singh to her kitchen. There the two had a long talk about catering for young
Indians, particularly for those who were strictly vegetarian. She was all the while go-
ing on with rolling out dough for making puris. The vegetarian fat was beginning to
sizzle over the gas fire. “Where on earth did you, Mrs. Knight, learn to make all
these Indian dishes? VYou must have lived in India”. “No, Mrs. Singh”, Mrs. Knight
replied, “I have yet to have the pleasure of visiting India —my dream land. T, for
years, have been taking in Indian students. From them I have learnt the ILittle I
know of Indian cooking.” And exceedingly tasty her Indian dishes proved to be.

3
A few days later (Ganga's {low was reversed, as we say in north India. Usually
people came to me for introductions. Pandya however, brought a sheaf of them. “You

are surc to visit Kathiawar (it had not yet been renamed Saurashtra), and Gujarat.
You would like to meet my father and some men of letters...™

“5o0 Chhaganlal is your father” I commented looking at the address on one of
the envelope that he handed me. “That explains much.”
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“Explains much?” he asked puzzled.
“You have, for one thing, the Nagar Brahman's super-intellipence.”

I knew Chhaganlal was a Nagar and used to the ways of Indian stares. “You
have your father's polished, courtly manpers.”

“Then you have met my father”, he asked. “Well you might have, We know
you have been to Kathiawar and travelled all over Gujarat as well as other parts of
India - in fact, the world.” This remark led me to say. “In the early weeks of 1911
His Highness Sri Sayaji Rao III did us the great homour of personally showing us over
various parts of his State. When he took us by special train to his Amreli prant de-
putations came from many of the States. One was from Junagadh, a tributary to
the Gaekwads. Whether Chhaganlal was a member or not I do not remember. I do
recall meeting him while wandering about Kathiawar, He referred to an article in
the Review of Review (London) in which I had written of Shyamaji Krshnavarma.
He liked the phrase I had used: “Britain's Gadfly.” The two had been together at
Junagadh and no love was lost between the two.”

4

The Unseen hand that sets the points which shift human lives from one track to
another kept Pandya in England and later sent him to North America on an Important
scientific mission while my good lady and I were travelling in India during 1gz1-23.
But we made many trips to Kathiawar to see our many friends, mostly among the
Rulers and their karbharis, and for a time were put up 1n Bhavnagar House, Rajkot by
our old friend Prabhashankar Pattani (also a Nagar). Chhaganlal came to see us there
and we talked of his son, of my many Nagar friends and my Nagar pupil Hamsa,
daughter of Manubhai Mehta, who during one of our visits when he was the Dewan
of Baroda, did us the honours, the Maharaja being away from the State at the time
as he frequently was,

But in the next tour which began in 1930 and has not yet ended, save for a
jaunt or two beyond the Palk Strait, we were to see a great deal of Pandya and
to hear from Pandya very often, particularly in what proved to be the end years of
his life. The first of these meetings took Place in Agra. This I vividly recall. My wife
and I had gone there from Mathura, where we had participated in the celebration
of Janmashtami, We then were in a magnilicent saloon placed at our disposal by an
Indian railway for which I had written, illustrated and produced a book. It was
stabled in the Cantonment Station. I was too busy re-exploring the archaeological,
treasurcs in and around that city and gathering cultural material to go to his house,
much as Mrs. Singh and I wished to do. There was an ice-cream party that my good
lady would have loved to attend. He however, came over to the saloon usnally af-
ter the light had failed and photography had become impossible. We sat in the co-
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mmodions drawing room and chatted away unmindful of the flight of time. On one
occasion be brought his daughters. They took to us and we to them. It never oecurred
to us why he did not bring his wife. Mrs. Singh would have been charmed to meet
her. The reagon, as 1 shall presently tell, I learnt years later.

He appeared to be bappy in Agra. The girls certainly were. Pandya had spent
the bulk of his.adult Life there. He was popular among the professors. Students loved
and venerated him. When the saloon was pulling ount of the station I promised to see
much more of him and call at his house when I returned to that city to do my
writing abount- it.

This was not to be, He fell desperately ill. Taken to Bombay, his malady was
diagnosed as cancer. It had however been taken in hand, the physicians at the Tata
Hospital said, at an carly stage. He must, nevertheless, remain near by for periodical
check—ups. He had no option but to shift from Agra. At that stage of our life literary
and photographic work took us to Bombay, where he settled, several times a year. This
gave us the opportunity of seeing more of him.

The first time my eyes fell upon his face and form after the hospitalization, I
was shocked. But his optimism had not been undermined howmuchsoever his physical
strength had been. He was cheery, too. Cheery and cheering. So we said to one another
the essential K. C. P. survived and was functioning.

It was on that occasion or, perhaps, the next that he told me that the drug
which he had been put on was something that had been made by a fellow chemist in
his laboratory. There was a chemist’s pride in the voice.

5

Before we met again his vitality had asserted itself. He was up and about. There
was vigour in his voice and in his movements.

Flot 587 in Khar where he had decided to make his home, some twelve miles
from the Taj Mahal Hotel where my goed lady and I were residing, had undersomne
a magic transformation. Construction had been completed; the walls had been plastered;
the doors and windows painted; the rooms furnished. In front of the house a garden
was gu natwra (as say Italians for something which is in process of being and becoming).
Only the side walk had still to be asphalted and the streets to be laid.

Hardly had my wife and I sat down in the hall that served as sitting room
when Rashmi, the elder daughter, placed a plate of hot, delicions bkajias and a cup
of steaming tea on a tiny table alongside Mrs. Singh's chair. Pandya beamed at the
girl’s quickness. She had darted back to the kitchen and was back in a moment with
offerings for Uncle (as she called me).

“We are on our way to Versova,” I informed my friend. “We wish to have
another look at ‘the Sands’ where in the end months of 1510 we used to live under the
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same roof with Dadabhai Naoroji. We have not had a glimpse of the dear old place for
years. “Are you strong enough to accompany us? The car placed by the Government
of Bombay at my disposal is roomy: you will be comfortable.”

There was schoolboyish alarcrity with which he bounded into the wvehicle and
took his seat alongside Mrs. Singh and an official of the Publicity Ministry, who was
showing us round. As we proceeded from Andheri she watched for the familtar signs.
“Ek tad”-the date palm standing by the roadside in majestic isclation-was the “half
way house™ between the “Sands" and the Railway station, Each afternoon we nsed to
accompany “‘Dad” in the brougham for what he called “passive exercise’. That signpost
had wvanished. Tt gave me an uncomfortable {eeling.

The nearer we got to the beach the thicker became the houses. “How the scene
has changed”, we remarked softe voce. <'To make sure” said Parvate (the Bombay
Government Cicerone) to the driver “better ask some one™. To this I in my off hand
way replied “'I have gone there umpteen times. [ am certain [ could get there blindfolded.”

To my utter humiliation I could not locate “the Sands”. It, too, had vanished.
“It used to be here” I asserted “but this building is different., The honse in which we
spent pretty nearly three months looked as if a ship bad been grounded on the beach
This is a gleaming white villa fresh from the plasterers’ hands.”

Pandya got out and made enquiries. ""You are right.” he announced. “Right
twice over.”

“How is that?” we asked, not getting the drift of his cryptic remark.

“Right in the first instance” he said “because ‘the Sands’ used to be hers. And
again right because this gleaming white villa has recently been built by a magnate
from Bombay, who pulled down the old housé 2s he wished to live in an up-to-the
split second mansion and not in an old decrepit hulk,”

“What wandalism" my wife exclaimed disgusted! "If you are not done up™ I
enquired from Pandya “may I hunt upa friend who began coming to us in 1912 from
Cambridge and who npon retirement not long ago from the ICS has settled down some-
where here.” He was game for it: he koew Nanalal Mehta, who after ruling for a short
time in a province ensconced in Himalia’s bosom has set up as an High Court lawyer.

Nanalal was as affectionate as ever. A daunghter of his treated us to coffee.
“These shapely cups do credit to your artistic temperament”, I complimented him.
*I wish they were not thimblelike” added my wife, who had “mothered” Mehta during
his undergraduate days when he used to descend upsn us mostly to “eat dinners” at
the Inn of Court he had joined in London. None enjoyed the chaffing as much as did
Nanalal. When we delivered Pandya back at 587 Khar he assured his people that he
was all the better for the outing-certainly none the worse. We both weare happy that
his reserves were up.
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Some months later Pandya was greatly excited when we called at his Khar
house after our pilgrimage to the spots that our dearly beloved friend Gandhiji had
hallowed in hiz Dand:i march. He had from us a detailed report of all that we had seen
and heard and of the contacts we had made. His questions about Nadiad were many
and searchimg. At this I was not surprised. His ancestral roots lay there. His mother
Samarthalakshmi was a sister of Govardhanram whose name had crept into his talks
off and on. His wife Umanglakshmi was descended from Govardhanram’s grandfather,
Mohan Ram Tripathi. Sanmukhlal had married a step-sister of hers, For generations
the Vadnagard Nigars from whom these Tripathis stemmed had lived, laboured and
flourished m Nadiad and the surrounding district.

Literature wandered more and more into our talks during these visits, Literature
and literary work. He told me of the essays he had made into the field in which I
bad been delving since my boyhood. There were articles and leaflets mostly relating
to Gavardhanram. They were in the nature of sprouts, the harvest was coming.

“When ?” I enquired. ““Neither you nor we are getting younger day by day.™
I need not have been anxious. He was seriously working on a project which he had
formed ycars ago for editing Govardhanram’s Scrap-books. With the scientist’s precision
he had systematically collected and arranged all the papers. 1 encouraged him all I
could. This with a dual object: Firstly it would fill his days with work that would
atford him pleasure and tickle his pride. Secoadly we would have the accounts and
observations of an eminent Indian who lived and worked shortly after English educa-
tion had been introduced in the Western Presidency, as it was called, and who achieved
a remarkable mastery of that language and yet never became estranged from our
indigenous colture.

As the literary passion mounted in him he consulted me more and more. When
this was not possible by word of mouth, he wrote to me. [ was kept informed of the
progress he made, much of it with the assistance of his daughter Kajani. She had been
copying the scrapbooks in Tripathi’s writing ready for the printer.

At this juncture, or possibly, a little later, a Report was published that caused
Pandya great disappointment. It emanated from Sved Fazl Ali, who was at an Inn
of Court in London when I was well established in English journalism, and his
colleagues of the Territorial Reorganisation Committee, all known to me from their
student days. They had decided against the setting up of a Gujarati State and recom-
mended the creation of a bilingual unit with Bombay as its capital. Devoted as he
was to his mother tongue K.C.P. was deeply pained and did not hide his pain from
me. But he did not indulge in agitation, much less in any activity designed to bring
about the reversal of the Government of India’s decision to give effect to the reco-
mmendation. His dignity did not desert him even in this crisis. I am of the view that
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this happening made him concentrate all the more upon his labours to publish the
Scrap Books.*

A day arrived when the postman delivered to me a registered packet that had
come from Khar. Upon opening it I found a Serap Book of Govardhanram Madhavram
Trpathi’s. Hot from the press, it was neatly printed on paper remarkably good for
the times through which we are passing and substantially bound.

It was the last of the 7 volumes left behind by Govardhanram. I was forewarned
of this. Only upon reading it did I, however, realise his wisdom in choosing this
procedure. It was the mearest in point of time to us of the author's writings, The
subject matter, too, was not without interest to us of this generation.

Pandya had shown almost a journalist’s flaire in issning this volum ahead of
the others. The matter that he designed for the two flaps of the pale yellow jacket
and the brief introduction he wrote were no amateur’s work: judged by them he might
have been at book production the better part of his life. No experienced anthor would
have done better at opening the sepulchre of the past and displaying the great man
as he had set down in that quarter of the 1gth century the thoughts that coursed
through his mind and recapturing the emotions that had swaved him.

From his language it was evident to me that K. C. P. had been schooled before
the days of shoddy teaching of English as has been the case, [ fear, particularly during
recent decades.

We had tarried in Bombay upon our return from Ceylon where we had gone
with the ashes of the venerable desciples of the Budhha-Mahamogallana and Sariputta—
at the invitation of the Maha Bodhi Society, whose founder and [ lived together at
Sarnath a decade or so after he had set his missionary work going in India. Forree
Krushna Mahatab, Governor of Bombay, had invited us to stay with him at Raj Bhavan,
so going back and forth to Khar was easy.

When we went to wish Pandya farewell he slipped into his room and brought
a small, vividly blue, tightly corked bottle and gave it to Mrs. Singh. “Oh, thank vou,”
she said in genuine pleasure. “I do find kingvashiaka churna helps me when I am suffe-
ring from flatulence as I often do. This brand is the real stuff. I esteem your kindness.”

At that note we parted. The disease that had brought him from Agra to Bombav
had been for some time asserting its empire; despite his physician’s expert care and
clmost affectionate interest—these gualities Pandya by his sweet, considerate disposition
drew out of persons who came within his anra. Possibly becanse he was prepared for
the worst he flogged himself to see to the copying of all the remaining volumes and
their preparation for the press. His amanuensis, the faithful Rajani, he wrote to me

* As lam pressing this article to printer, the decision for bifurcating Bombay has be=n annoanged
by Prime Minister Nehro. Had Pandya been with us physically, how he would have hailad it,
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again and again, was devotedly aiding him and in view of the risk to his body ravaged
by that awful malady, abetted him. He was greatly cheered by his ability to secure
a subvention toward the cost of printing the work.

Only when letters dictated by him, mostly to Rajani, began to come to me did
I realise that the danger hour was about to strike. It was during the period when he
was pinioned to the bed and agony was his portion, that his soul shone forth effulge-
ntly. Mrs. St. Nihal Singh had been carried away from me by Yama's messengers on
Jannary 16, 1955. He knew how for nearly 5t years we had lived and laboured side
by side and had never been away one from the other for even 24 hours at a streich.
And now I was left to struggle with the work for India and the world by my lone
self-work with which we two striving as hard as our brain and brawn could bear had
not been able to cope for a decade or two. From what proved, in October 1938, to
be his death bed he sought to console me and even to mobilise assistance for me in
my desperate need. The greatest aid that he vouchsafed me was by lifting the flesh
and bones over his heart. Therein I saw the gash that at Yama’s bidding had been
made in 1926, 3 years after his return from his study and observation tour in Earope
and America. Umanglakshmi had been taken from him when Rajani was but 5 months old.

Characteristically he wasted no words in depicting his poignancy. Under this
fisure 1926 he merely drew a line. This was all.

I am cheered by the manner in which since K.C.P.'s departure to that bourne
from which no traveller has been known to return Rashmi, Rajani, Sanmukhlal Pandya,
and Sri Ramprasad P. Bakshi whom I have yet to meet, have seen to the publication
of the Serap Books. This fruition of Kanti's aspiration must delight the dear departed’s soul,

The scientist who Is fiot too proud, who does not assume an
agpressively “‘western” attitude, but remembers the eastern origin of his
highest thoughts, who is not ashamed of his wdeals—will not be more
efficient, but he will be more humane, a better servant of truth, a better
instrument of destiny, a gentler man.

(Quotation from persomal collection) —{7, Surton
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MY GURU PROFESSOR K. C. PANDYA, M a.,ra.p.,[LoNDON]

DE. P. I. ITTYERAH

T was in July 1937 that I first came in personal contact with Dr. K. C. Pandya,
Professor of Chemistry and Head of the Chemistry Department, St. John's College,
Agra. After graduating from the University of Madras I had come to Agra to join the
post-graduate class in chemistry. Having come from the southernmost state of India,
the language, the food and many of the customs were new to me and perhaps it was
natural for me to feel a bit lonely and depressed in the first few days. Buot the warm
welcome 1 received from Idr, Pandya scon made me feel at bome in my new surroun-
dings and I felt that I had come into a fellowship: a fellowship of staff and students
which marks the life and activities of 5t. John's College. The close association between
Dr. Pandya and myself which started then continued to grow for over twenty years
during which period I had the honour and privilege of working under his supervision
and guidance.

Dr. Pandya was a ‘gurn’ in the real sense of the word. All his students had in
him one who was not only a teacher of advanced chemistry but also one interested in
their personal problems and to whom they could turn any moment for help and guidance.
He continued to help and guide his students even after they had left the college.
Nothing gave him greater pleasure than receiving news from his old students about
their work and the progress they were making. An extract from a letter he sent me
in 1g40 which I give below shows how he helped his students in taking important
decisions. 1 had expressed to him a desire to take up research work for a higher degree
and a demonstratorship together and he wrote, '1 want youn to think more than what
you seem to have done. You have given me the impression that your mind iz not
clear; that you are swayed by temparary considerations and that there is not any fixed
goal to which you are prepared to bend all your energies. A higher research degree
and a demonstratorship ought to go well together in theory. In some fortunate labo-
ratories and colleges one could do the demonstrator’s work and still find time and
energy and the will to work for the doctor’s degree. But in our country it is not often
that we find such a place; and we are not so lucky at Agra to be able to do so. Trying
to 1ide two horses will hardly be successful here”
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I remember vividly the way in which he corrected his students. He never used
a harsh word-at least I can’t think of any instance In my 2I years’ association with
him. One morning I was found talking fo friends in the lab. and wasting time, T was
expected to work. When I finished the conversation, Dr, Pandya came in, took me out
and putting his hand on my shoulder said ‘Ittyerah, morning hours are the best hours
for work.” That was enongh.

Another noteworthy thing about him was that he helped generations of students
with the quotations from eminent thinkers which he used to post on the notice board.

Some of the little incidents from his life in London he used to tell usin class.
One was about Ingold; how he got these things in the same year: a wife, a F. R 5.,
and a Doctorate. The second was about the English lady at a tea party asking
him whether he wanted one or two teaspoonfuls of sugar. He answered ‘Both'.

Yet another thing I remember was his frank way of disenssing problems. Both
the good side and the bad side he would describe and then come to a decision. This
helped all of us in facing the problems knowing fully well what all things we would
have to face, and then making adequate preparations beforshand.

How prompt and regular he was in his correspondence. No letter would gb
unanswered. Even in the last two letters he wrote me there are sentences like ‘I shounld
not keep people waiting unnecessarily’, ‘Has it put you in any difficulty? If so, T regret
it". All this shows his consideration and regard for other peoples’ feelings, and the no-
bility of his character.

Many of us remember his method of issning library books. He wanted to know
first what we wanted to study. Then he suggested books and issued them from the
library. On returning the books he wanted us to tell him what we had read and give

an oral account of the contents of the chapters we read. That was a hard exercise
but it helped us all.

There are many manv instances of his helping his students in all sorts of ways,
pleading on their hehalf, writing on their behalf and meeting people on their behalf.

He was an excellent teacher and a good disciplinarian. The words of Aubrey de
Selincourt express the secret of Dr. Pandya’s success in maintaining discipline, “Disci-
pling proceeds not from laws but from persons. It is out of his own integrity as a
person that a man must teach and it is ont of his own integrity as a person that he
must build the dizcipline which supports his teaching.”

He was an accomplished lecturer with a deep interest in the history of chemistry.
In his lectures he was unpredictable. He might give a bnlliant lecture on normal lines
followed by a long list of references to read. Sometimes he was carried away to talk
about what was occupying his mind at that time. All his lectures were noted for their
wlarity and werc invariably delivered in a pleasing tone and speed. They were always
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accompanied by carefully planned experiments which he performed with great dexterity.
The lectures he used to deliver under the auspices of the Agra Scientific Society and
the St. Jobn's College Science Association were unusually well attended.

He derived intense satisfaction from finding things out for himself on the
laboratory bench and although he kept remarkably up to date in his reading of
chemistry, he was fundamentally conservative in matters of technique. Although he
made some use of more recent experimental methods, his were the simple classical
ones of organic chemistry. Research students working under his gnidance had to take
particular care of the way in which they performed the experiments, for he never
tolerated hasty or clumsy manipulation. One thing which he abhorred more than
anything was the waste of chemicals. The more expensive chemicals he used to keep
with him and weigh them out when needed. Though the research students often came
m for severe criticism from him, they were fortunate as they received good and proper
training under the vigilant eyes of the professor. He had the entire of administration
of the chemistry department in his hands and by his own example he made all his
colleagues do hard and efficient work. In coutrol he was kindly though firm, maintai-
ning discipline with a word or even a glance and engendering a respect and even
affection that are still the source of frequent tributes by all his associates.

The departmental library which has a good collection of modern books and the
departmental store which has a good stock of rare chemicals and apparatus that are
now not easily available, bear testimony to his foresight and careful planning.

Thronghout the thirtyfive years of academic service Dr. Pandya gave his students
much reason to remember not only his skill as a teacher and his zeal as a researcher
but also his sympathetic interest in their personal aspirations or difficulties. He did
not spare himself either in his researches, his literary work, his work for advancement
of science or in the social sphere. There are many who remember with affection his
wit and charm in enfertainment at his house in Bagh Musaffar Khan, Agra,

His department was not bound by narrow thoughts of provincialism. He welcomed
students from all parts of India and under his guidance they were all united in a
fellowship filled with a zeal for the study of chemistry.

He had a genins for friendship and many will be the poorer for his passing
away, losing not only a staunch friend but also a wise counsellor. He had a robust
forthrightness, sometimes disconcerting to others. Once convinced of the rightness of
his judgement, he pursued any objective until a decision was arrived at. He was in-
deed an cutstanding personality.

It has been for me a great privilege to work under the supervision and guidance
of this great teacher. To him I owe personally and scientifically a debt of gratitude
which I can never adequately rcpay.

46



MY TEACHER:DR. K. C. PANDYA

A STUDENT

N the spring of 1043 we were {aking our Chemistry practicals for the I. Sc. finals.

A venerable professor had come from the 5t. John's College, Agra and we were told
to be careful of this strict examiner. I finished my experiments early and was looking
for an opportunity to talk to this charming professor. The opportunity came: we dis-
cussed many things and so irresistible was the charm of this man that I gave up my
seat in the Allahabad University to join his class in the St. John's College in July the
same year. Such was the personal attraction of Dr. Kantilal Chhaganlal Pandya.

Another incident that comes vividly to my memory is that of September 5,
1958, In these fifteen years 1 had come to know him rather intimately and learnt a
lot from my Guru, not only of the laws of the Chemical World but also of the com-
plexities of the human life. For all these years we Kept on exchanging letters and once
in a year or so I would get an epportunity of meeting him and discussing many matters.
T was on my way to the Harvard University and at the last moment there was a
pleasent surprise-my route was changed and I was to cateh an Air-India plane from
Bombay instead of a Pan American from Karachi, That gave me a few hours at Bombay
and T rushed to Khar to take the blessings of my teacher. 1 had learnt that he was
unwell, suffering from the incurable disease of cancer, and was in acute pain, T hesita-
tingly stood at the familiar yellow and red door of the house when Rajanibahen came.
In a moment she was in his room and I heard the familiar voice calling me to his
bedroom. Even in his pain he was full of interest about my journey and my plans and
would not allow me to talk of his illness. For hours he detained me and inspite of
the agonising pain be was all cheerful, now joking, now discussing the national and
scientific problems, giving news of common friends and conveying greetings to his friends
i Harvard-the Fiesers. I once again felt the same way I had often felt in the last 15
wears, a child hefore a loving and knowing teacher. His enthusiasm excelled mine and
the good wishes that he showered could only be matched with those of my parents.
This was to be my last mecting with this great man.

For four years, from 1943 to 1947, I watched Dr. Pandya closely, somewhat cri-
- fically as a student. For the first time in his lectures I felt that there was an interes-
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ting world waiting to be probed into. Instead of giving mere facts he wounld lucidly
introdoce us to the wonders that Chemistry had to offer, He would call some of us
to his room and it was with a feeling of awe that we wounld enter the room emelling
of oldehydes-and give us the latest books and journals to read. Even in the B. Sc.
class he would encourage us to go through the original papers and invite us to maks
studies in special subjects, Before we were aware of it, a sense of confidence had been
imparted to us. The professor was acquainting us with the scientific spirit of enquiry
and reasoning. Unconsciously we were getting a grinding that was to prove so useful
in later life. We passed through the student life at an extraordinary time of defiance
against established authority-we joined many strikes and many times there would be
criticism of the college anthorities-but I do not recall of a single occasion when Dr.
Pandya, called affectionately ‘the old man’, would be attacked. All of us felt such a
tespect for him that when we wanted to do anything wrong, we would avoid meeting
him for days.

There were a number of pleasent changes that Dr. Pandya introduced in the
college. He organised the extra college hour discussions and would often invite scientists
to come and talk to us. He gave a new meamng to the laboratory work. His house
would always be open to us who wanted to do extra reading, be it in lLiteraturs,
philosophy or chemistry. Perhaps those of us who are accustomed to the academic
life in big Universities would find it difficult to realise what these encouragements meant
to us in a small place where opportunities were exeptions rather than the rule.

Towards the closing years of college career in Agra, | got an opportunity to work
for a short thesis under Dr. Pandya. Later I got an opportunity to woerk in much bigger
laboratories and with much greater traditions, but the personal attention and guidance
cach one of us got in the organic chemistry laboratory of St. Johns in 1947 were never
to be repeated in later years. If there can be anything like a model guide, I would
think that was Dr. Pandya, suffering from no preconceived notings and always encouraging
his students to think, observe and experiment. I have a suspicion that Dr. Pandya
did not have much sympathy for the electronic models and theoretical approaches that
were then being introduced to explain chemical reactions. Two of us were greatly
attracted by the papers of Ingold and others and, now it-appears rather in an amateurish
fashion, attempted to apply these to explain the types of condensations Dr. Pandya
was doing. In retrospect I am amazed at the patience with which he tolerated our
attempts and even the encouragement he gave us to pursue our enguiry.

Dr. Pandya was a teacher who wonld take a wide interest in his students. He
kept on guiding us long after we had left the hard benches of his class room. Oftsn
he would write encouraging letters and pull us out of the gloom. Many times he woild
assess our moorings and advise us the career to follow. Almost sheepishly and with a
sense of guilt I selicited his permission to leave chemistry and take to Administration.
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I remember the thoughtful letters he wrote to me. T cannot put the responsibility for
my actions on him, but it is with a deep sense of gratitude that I say that whatever
little success I might have achieved is owing to him and whatever I might get in
future would also be owing to this great teacher. He taught us not only in the class
room but even outside. He kept up the role of a philosopher guide throughout the
life. His advice and his phrases still ring in my ears. The best I can wish for any one
is association with such a teacher only hoping that of the many that came in contact
with him at least some will turn out fairly like him.

In one of the last letters he wrote to me ‘what cannot be cuored has to be
endured’, and now alone I can comprehend with what patience and fortitude he endured
the pain in his later years. We, who had the great fortune of being his students, have
to endure the pain of his loss somewhat in the same spirit. Though we shall be denied
the physical communion of this great man, he will live with us for the rest of our
life. Whenever I think of my college life, or look for inspiration, the smiling face of
the “old man’ comes vividly to my mind,

A RARE PERSONALITY

Shri Kantibhai was a rare personality. Learned as he was, he always remained
a student of Science keeping himself in touch with the last researches in science. T have
seen research students working under him, approaching him with devotion and affection.
And he reccived them as friends.

I have hardly come across a learned gentleman of such a high stature who is
all learning and humility. He made everybody feel at home and talked to everyone,
even on a difficult academic subject, from the other person’s level of understanding.

When friends visited him he took keenest pleasure in introducing his library, his
books, his researches to them.

By nature he was hospitable to one and all. No one felt that he was under his
obligation though he was showering love, hospitality and kindness to all who came to
him. When we think of him, we are reminded of his scholarship, his dignity, his
gentlemanliness, his hospitality.

M. T, Vyas
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MY BROTHER K. C. PANDYA

SMT. SOFHIA WaADIA

: Y friendship with Professor K. C. Pandya started way back in 1936 when he

joined the P. E. N. All Tndia Centre. He was then residing in Agra, but even
at a distance he evinced keen intcrest in its work and activities. And throngh our
correspondence 1 came to know and appreciate his qualitics of mind and of heart. In
December 1951, he left Agra and came to Bombay and we had his sympathetic
support In an ever increasing measure, Unless prevented by illness or a Lemporary
absence from Bombay, he invariably attended our P. E. N. lectures and socials where
bis friendly presence was a real asset, He always took his responsibility as a P. E. N.
member seriously and carnestly and most successfully fulfilled all his duties as a mem-
ber. For this rteason also he made it a pomt to attend the All India Writers’
Conferences organized by our P. E. N. He was there at Jaipur, at Danares and at
Baroda. Unfortunately he was too ill to attend the one at Chidambaram.

Under a gentle and frail appearance there was great strength and inner stamina
in Professor K. C. Pandya. He always surprised those who had not yet beard him speak
in public with his fluency of delivery and power of exposition. We miss his gentle and
loving presence at our mestings.

During his last illness, so patiently and bravely borne, I called on him and the
memory of that visit will ever be vivid in my heart. Our dear friend and brother was
m great pain and yet was most thoughtful and considerate of others. He wanted
refreshments to be served to me and he also showed concern at the late hour, not
wanting me to motor back too late, While I sat silently by his side, I took leave of
him within my heart as somehow I felt I was seeing him for the last time in this
fife. ...

In the last years of our friendly association, he called me his “Didi”* The
death of his body has deprived us all of his physical presence but for those of us who
believe in reincarnation there is the comfort and the solace that we shall meet again
in another life.
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LLETTERS

I FROM MR, WILLIAM DONACHIE

ear Rajani 8th November, 1938

I am indeed very sorry to learn of your father’s death but I am sure your
t sorrow will be tempered by the thought that all his severe pain is over. He has
Bad 2 very severe life for a few years, though it was not possible to guess that from
%= calm and patient way he mentioned it in his letters. T had always hoped that the
spportunity might occur for us to meet again but it was not to be.
. In x92r my brother Archie, who died in 1940, met your father on a journey
I'tana.da. and they became friends. My brother was so impressed by your father that
Be asked me to visit him in London, and at the beginning of Angust rgzz when my
> Mary and I were passing through London on our honeymoon trip to Germany,
‘ visited him in his lodgings in Putney. He received us with great courtesy and
Eindness and we both became very much attached to him. He was very busy with
= studies but hé nevertheless came with us when we were leaving, to show us the
way to underground. In the following year (1923) he came to Scotland on holiday and
fary and I were happy to meet him again, He stayed with James and Beth for a
v days as “Sannemede” was not ready for occupation, and we had one or two
eutings, including a sail on the Firth of Clyde, which he enjoyed. He left us to continue
i holiday in the Highlands and, alas, we never met again. From then on we Lept
‘=p a regular correspondence for many years which only became less regular with your
father’s illness.
| Your father was the first Indian with whom I had close contact and, T am
‘afraid, T tended to assume that all Indians were like him. When I found that they
ere not, I feared T may have cxaggerated their faults, To me vour father was a man
very high principles, a man one counld look upto and from whom one could draw
piritual inspiration. | remember vividly the tone of the letter he wrote to me at the
ame of your mother’s death, for there was a sadness in it that one felt immediately
‘before he made any mention of his loss. That great attachment to his wife deepened
my regard and alfection for him and I fully understood when you say he was both
father and mother to you. I send my deepest sympathy to vou and Rashmi and hope
that with passing of time you will be reconciled to your loss. It is a cause for
gratitude that yon had such a father-whose memory must inspire you.
' Yours very sincerely

W D, Donachie
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II FROM MR. JAMES DONACHIE

My dear Rajani 5-11-'58

It is so hard to find words to express the shock we received when we read in
vour last letter that your gentle father has gone from this world. There is, however,
one great consolation in our minds as believers that physical death is not spiritual
death. Therefore, in thinking about your father as a gentle and kind soul with his
love for his wife and family and his thoughts on higher things, we cannot but feel
satisfied that he has gone to a better and a happier world than this,

From time to time owver the years it occurred to us that we might meet your
father once again. To think of us having the good fortune to be able to visit India
and especially Bombay seemed too romantic, but sometimes we felt quite happy with the
idea that your father might come back here once more to meet old friends. Now
such hopes are dead. Nevertheless we feel honoured by having the friendship of your father.

Again, we regret about the sufferings of your father and our sincere sympathy
15 with you and all your family in your great loss. Our love and best wishes,

—Uncle James & Aunt Beth

East and West

The unity of mankind includes East and West. They are like two
maoods of the same man; they represent two fundamental & ecomplemen-
tary phases of human experience.

East and West, who said the twain shall never mect? They meet
in the soul of every great artist who is mors than an artist; they meet
also in the soul of every great scientist who has been brought to realize
that truth, however precious, is not the whole of life, that it must be
completed by beauty and charity.

Let ns remember with gratitude all that we owe to the East-the
moral eamnestness of Judaa, the Golden Rule, the very rudiments of the
science we are so proud of —this is an immense debt.

(Quotation from personal collection.) =, Sarion
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IIf FROM ME. JAMES DONACHIE

After 35 or 36 years since I last saw your father, I remember very few social
details of our acquaintance with him. Nevertheless his sojourn here is for us a
hallswed memory.

He was so quiet and contrelled and friendly during all the time he was with
us that his impact upon us was that of a gracious presence. No doubt some religious
outlook and belief had developed him in that way. He always showed love and regard
for those around him and in our conversations with him we realized that much of
his thought was projected towards his wife and family in India. B

One of your father’s outstanding virtues was his humility which he evinced on
many occasions in different ways. Although he bad a university education and had
the ambition to be a professor of Chemistry he was quiet and un-assuming. When he
won his Ph. I and became a professor in Agra College, he still wrote fo us in a
friendly way and adopted no superiority complex towards those who had been
educationally less fortunate than himself,

Incidentally he was introduced to us by my brother Archie—who died many
years ago—after they had met in Canada, to which country my brother went annually.
He, your father, stayed with us, when we lived in Torrance, near Glasgow.

You may wonder at the title “Uncle Pandya" as applied to your father. When
he stayed with us in Torrance, Isa, our daughter, was just 2} vears or so old. One
day she took his band to go for a walk and called him “Uncle Pandya” That seemed
to give him much pleasure, so we all continued to address him thus. Some of our
friends still identify him as “Uncle Pandya” when we refer to him in conversation....

Such was your father’s humility and grasp of friendship that his sense of the
“Oneness” of humanity dominated any pride he may have had in the world of learning.

1 had almost forzotten to say that when your father came to visit as in Brook-
field we had not given our house a name. It may indicate our friendly relations
when I tell you that we asked him for suggestions. The name ‘Ashram’, which he
suggested, seemed quite attractive and certainly uncommon to us. When he gave
us the different meanings of the word, we were at once impressed with that, and
ammediately decided in its favour. (‘House in the garden’ or Ashrama it 1s, for we
‘have a wvery large parden). We cannot think of the word ‘Ashram’ and any of its
‘meanings without remembering our dear friend Uncle Pandya. It is sad to think that
“we will not meet again in this world.

S i —Uncle James
Translation of a Gujarati fravelogue written from Canada by the late Dr. K. C. Papdya
and published in 1924 referring lo the first meeting with Avchie Donachne

The other companion at the dining table formed a bond of good will in the
t few minutes, and in a very short time this acquaintance grew, from the state of
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mutnal courtsey into friendship. D—was a resident of Glasgow. He was Scotch, and
showed 1n his nature the Scotch simplicily and straightforwardness and had the warm
fieart of a Scotchman. He is in the service of a fruit merchant’s firm and has been
sent to Canada to purchase an year's supply of apples. He had a heart sweeter than

the sweetest apple. Accent, speech, manners, taste—in all these he disclosed that real
Scoich trait which the polished Englishmen would regard rural.

At the first mention of my being an Indian, on the very first day, nay, at the
first meal, he, of his own accord, said in my ear ‘I have full good-feeling for your
country.” Within two minutes we were engrossed in deeply interested talks, It was
friendship at first sight, friendship that grows from ‘Seven paces” walked together as
the Sansknit proverb says. Each day during those six davs we were thrice together at
the dinner table, and spent long hours togcether even during the day. Though not par-
ticularly an intellectual or a scholar, he still evinced an uncommon breadth of under-
standing and heart.

He told me, at Glasgow there was a club of several like him, known as ‘The
Study Circle.” Men of all countries and of all shades of opinion attended the circle.
He was full of the praises of its founder, but added that he had died recently, The
members, though helding divergent views on many matters, were all devoted to Truth:
they were searchers (seekersj of Truth, lovers of Truth, ever willing to listen to and
know Truth. They were devoted advocates of Peace, especially-—not merely the inner
peace of the individual, but also national peace. They were slandered by English news-
paper, but a short time ago, as Pacifists. Even during the European war they had
clung to their devotion to peace and had paid a heavy price for chanting the hymn
of peace.

D—told me how he and thousands of his friends had courted imprisonment
rather than fight as soldiers in the war. He had to do hard labour in the prison. I
listened to nemerous episodes, recounted by him during that one week, of that hard
labour and of persecutions to which they were subjected in the prizon. To think that
a handful of men can be so persecuted only for being advocates of peace, reluctant
to have a hand in the killing, by their own brethren, by their own co-rebigionists, in
their own ‘free’ country !

He has brothers, and they have rendered the sacrifice. Naturally I had a heart
that looked sternly on these perseentors. And it was the same heart which was all softness
and melted with pity towards those who submitted to torment and strove for freedom.
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IV FROM DR. C. V. EAMAN

.-«e:ctreme‘ly sorry to hear of Dr. Pandya’s death, and especially about his
towards the end. [ am writing to send you my heartfelt condolences.

I first met your father in London in the year 1921 during my first visit to
- We were fellow-lodgers at Mrs, Knight's lodgings in Putney, I remember very
going one day to the Imperial College to see your father at work in the chemical
ries. The friendship which thus started continued lifelong. I remember parti-
Dr. Pandya inviting me to come to Agra and give some lectures at St. John's
>. I was very happy indeed when Dr. Pandya subsequently became a Fellow of
ian Academy of Sciences. Many papers by him and his students appeared in
e “Proceedings’” of the Academy.
Dr. Pandya took it upon himself to collect some of my radio talks given at
and elstwhere and published tham as a book. This was done by the Nalanda
sblications at Bombay. Yon will be interested to hear that this publication attracted
v :' attention. But for the initiative of Dr. Pandya I do not think these radio talks
ould ever have appeared in book-form.

My friendship with Dr. Pandya will always remain a cherished memory.

Yours sincercly,
C. V. Raman

The Purpose of Laboratory Training

The purpose of laboratory training is not to teach students how to
use elaborate instruments or to perform complicated chemical tests merely,
The incalculable gift of the laboratory is its discipline in scientific
method, and its tiaining in the importance of logical reasoning, and the
use of exact language in speaking and in writing. The scientist is always
distinguished from the empincist by his accuracy in measurement, by his
precision in statement, by his honesty in accepting & handling evidence
and by his fairness in presenting it when contesting the opinions of those
in opposition to his own views,
(Ductation from personal collection)

A. M. Ramsay (1927)
s



A FEW SELECTED ARTICLES
BY DR, KANTILAL C. PANDYA




THE SPIRIT OF SCIENCE

= ALTHDIFGH we stand in the first place for culture-a knowledge of the best that

has been thought and done in the world-we cannot overlook the fact, so abundantly
proved by history, that nations of the highest culture become ready preys to the forees
of barbarism and disorder when knowledge and attainments cease to maintain adequate
connection with the material realities of life, when capacity for action is ‘sicklied o'er
with the pale cast of thought.” Science has its idealistic side no less than religion, art
and morals, and its dominion should be conterminous with theirs in extending over
the whole range of human activities; its content touches human life at a multitnde of
points, and its method is capable of almost universal application,

Nevertheless we have to realise that the battle of life is still fought mainly below
the belt, and therefore we must look to Science to play its part, not only in shifting
the arena from the lower levels of the brute force, cunning and cupidity to the higher
ground of truth, justice, and regard for posterity, but also in helping us to conquer in
the fight as it is fought to-day”.

There is little that one can add to this powerful passage from an editorial of the
leading scientific journal in the world, “Nature” (x926, vol. 117, p. 881, June 26). Every
sentence, every clanse, is full of significance and of inspiration. The Spirit of Science

has indeed found a happy artistic expression here. il
' And yet, when we come to think of it, how few of us even think of Science in
this vein ?

Certainly, the “Seience” that is before the mind of the “exam-fearing” schoolboy
or even the collegian, will not answer to this description and the image, that the layman-
en an educated layman—will summon up to recall all that he thinks of, or understands
B, science, will bear little family resemblance to that portrayed by the above passage.
What then about the hope so worthily expressed in the concluding portions? Do
all scientists even find a place for it in their hearts ?

The world does not yet understand Science very much; our country in particular
tands it less. Here, it is easy enough to come across beautiful conceptions of
Poetry reallv is: or eloguent discourses on what true Religion means; or exquisite
sreeptions of what real Art aims at : but, neither in contemporary life nor in contemporary
Tature, in our country, have I come across an exposition, like the above, of the

pinit of Science.

59



There cerainly are reasons for this. And I do not wish to be critical. Yet the VETY
fact of those reasons only reveals, more forcefully than ever, the necessity of correct
appreciation of what science stands for.

That Science “stands first for culture” may be news to many, not excluding some
of the worshippers of Science itself,

science does not merely research, although that is undoubtedly among its primary
functions, The fruits of its researches have verily changed the whole outlook of man
sand have without doubt profoundly altered his attitude towards nature, if not towards
wther men yet. The facts of Science, which are also the facts of Nature, have a value
of theiriown in sething up a perspective towards objects and affairs of our common
‘and daily life. And Science has vitally changed the daily life, and the comforts and
meeds of human beings, by the application of its discoveries, so that the range of our
‘power and the seale of our comforts have been almost immeasurably enlarged and elevated.
' And the story of its achievements by no means ends with this. What is of much
‘greater value is the method which it has evolved and which is applicable—if we only
try—to the consideration of most of our problems, private as well as public, social and
Yeconomic no less'than pelitical and edncational.
Most people fail to realise that life to-day, even in India, is no longer the same
‘that it wis some centuries ago. We may have all the centuries represented in our
‘country ‘to-day, as Lord Morley shrewdly observed, and yet the change that has taken
place is incontestable: the change that is going on and is likely to beis perhaps still
Ereater. Among the new influences there is none so potent and so far-reaching as Science.
It is therefore of the greatest importance that in our life Science should find a
place is no way lesser than Art and Religion have, For the time, I include Poetry and
Literature under Art, and Morals under Religion,

This trio alone can build up culture and a full harmonious life. And for the same
reason the education of every citizen ought to bear the full impress of this trinity.

: The modern thinkers are veering round to the view that these three are not
really antagonistic or even incompatible, but are only complementary.
The buman element in us may bring about some discord by undue emphasis on,
,or a4 partial suppression of, one or another of these three. Lop-sidedness and eccentricity
are not unknown in nature.

But they are the exceptions that only prove the rule. The full-grown human being

'will have a hunger for all these and will not be content wih only one or two.
That is the Spirit in which Science faces the task that is before it, a task in
“the performance of which it has a contribution to make which perhaps can be made

By mo other.
St. Jokn's College Magazine. April, 1927.
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THE PRINCE OF BEGGARS

NDIA is said to be a land of beggars. It should not mean that begging or beggars
are unknown elsewhere. Begging is a profession, often carried to the dignity of
an art, which has its roots deep down in human nature, Street-begging is only one
of the varied phenomena manifested by this ancient human instinct. Begging for money
or for food, in streets or from door to door, is perhaps our Indian, if not an Oriental,
:speciality. Those, however, who show a contempt for it are often not averse to other subtler
and more polished forms of the same. Even in the so-called more civilised countries
beggzing is found to exist, and even to thrive, under artistic, or artful, or even fashionable
gmises. Tipping for example has received the same recognition and the same status (if
anything even greater!) as beggmg has done in ours. In each case there is a support
of tradition, with a mixture of some sentiment and of some necessity.

There are beggars and beggars. Some could only beg for money or food, or
both, They are usually the commonest and the dullest of the lot. Some with an
imagination will pnt it before you as a bnsiness proposition—for example, buy them
-a railway-ticket to perform or finish up a pious pilgrimage, and all or at least some
of the merit will be yours. In the slightly higher strata of our society other forms
flourish better. Begging for loans—never to be returned —and begging for votes are
probably modern forms, though pursued with all the usual manifestations characteris-
'ing mendicancy in general. Begging for funds, the account of which may be “renderad
in Heawven", is a plant very fruitful in public life, while the student-world probably
specialise in begeing for certificates, tips or “questions” for examination, and even for
so harmless but so tiresome an article as free advice. There are many other forms,
- equally common, though gilded by better-sounding terms. But one need not go into details.

We are thus not quite unigque in our begging capacity. But perhaps not many
realise that, within anly the last two decades, we bave given to the world two master

-mendicants who have easily dwarfed all others, even as our Himalaya has dwarfed all
other mountains.

They are not great merely in their begging achievements. They have revolution-
ised the whole game and brought in entirely new methods, just as they have set up
new tecords. They have not only revived but even revivified the old calling, and have

- cleansed it and elevated it to a weapon of unrivalled power.

Both the masters are happily still with us, and may they give us many more
ibitions of their feats and set up still higher standards |
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Undoubtedly one of the two is the Mahatmaji. His whole personality is reflected
in hi= beggings—a condition indispensable to success. It will not be easy to decide
whether Ius personality or his begging is more unique. Both are baffling and yet so
deeply stirring. There is no question that the world does not hold another wuniversal
beggar Like him. He will beg from everybody, high and low, old and young, men, women
and children, friends and strangers, and will show no partiality whatsoever to rank or
sex, casle or creed. race or colour, age or occupation.

Now children are really born beggars. Pachaps they get it in their mother's
milk—and women are of course past masters of this great art. But women and children
both cannot hold against this arch-begoar: they are beaten at their own game and
often come out utterly vanquished as they are transformed by this wizard from beggars
to donors! It used to be said that parents would not let their children and ladies go
to him for “darshana”™ with jewellery on: for, if they did, they were sure they would
never see the jewellery again.

There must be something fascinating and even mystifying in this supreme beggar,
who has managed to combine so much skill with =o great a knowledge of human nature,
50 rigid a persistence with so fine a delicacy, and so deep a humility with so powerful
a propaganda,

He not only will beg from everybody: he will beg for almost everything. His
choice of patrons is scarcely more catholic than his taste for the alms he would accept.
Money and cash, purses and ornaments are matters of course. He has been displaying
a special talent for coining personal gifts into undeservedly huge sums of money. But
he is never satisfied with these: no beggar true to his salt ever 15, or shows that he
15, salisfied.

The hand-spun yarn is of course a choice offering to him. But his tastes often
take fantastic turns. He will want your time, an hour a day, if noet more. He will
want you to part from many things that are of no use to him —like videshi clothes, or
smoking or drinks, Even Diwali-crackers and marriage-dinmers, many an old habit of
dressing and living, must be given up to him. Not only smokers and drinkers, dandies
and idlers, but great money-makers even have competed with one apother in giving
to this wizard their most cherished possession.

It was the late Mr. Gokhale who first publicly confessed to the irresistible power
of hiz begging. Years, events and success itself have added the finishing touches. And
we now have the spectacle of a crore and more of rupees collected, in an incredibly
Short time, and ‘against all conceivable impediments.

But does he suffer from class-hatred? For who is a more determined oppanent
of the mere conventional beggars than this great beggar himself ? His spinning-whesel
1s out, like the “sudarshana-chakra”, to destroy all beggary except such as his, and to
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eme=s and poverty, the two strong-holds of common begpars. Or is he afraid of
ber beating him at his own game? He has certainly a peculiar pride. Though an
Elrngd beggar and a Bania of Gujarat, he has been often reported to have refused
to beg of Swaraj from the British.

There is only one other of whom we can think by his side. And that is our
Ihndit Malaviyaji. Like every true master of the craft, be has his own style, his own
fechnique, They are essentially different from those commonly employed. He would
‘=m0t scatter his seeds far and wide, all over the four quarters (or ten, if there be really
2= many quarters of one whole). He would dig deep and specialise in intensive caltivation.
Of course the soil must be rich. Tt is always select. He would not worry small men,
but would take care to get in his net Rajas and Maharajas, merchant-princes and
Marwari millionaires. He would not be in a hurry, but he generally knows like an
expert the best harvest-season. He almost disdains small fishings. They are so wasteful
and he has his own health and his own religion to look after, But give him a lakh
and he would be content to take it as a measurable unit. A lakh a day has sometimes
been his average, which he has occasionally surpassed.

His manner and modus operandi are necessarily unlike those of the half-clad
- Fakir, The U. P. mendicant must naturally be more courtly, more polished, and even
magnificent in his appeals. His scale is admirably sustained by his sputlasb whltf‘
clothing, by a noble figure and a soft captivating voice.

His armoury is thus full of the choicest weapons and none could wield them
with greater skill. Learning, patriotism, piety, imagination and their kins are all wielded
together with a rare elogquence and a rarer effectiveness. With unerring craftsmanship
ke has levied contributions from the most orthodox as well as the most heterodox.
While wonderfully retaining a front seat among the leaders of our people, he even
more wonderfully pierced the invulnerable citadel of the bureancratic steel frame in our
country, and, with himself in prison, succeeded in keeping open the breach so as to let
out a few precious units of offering from the Government.

What may be the secret of the phenomenal success of these two begpars?

It cannot be merely their gifts of speech. If cannot be merely their personalities:
for they both do their job with so much self—effacement. It cannot be merely the
promised land which they pretend to have scen, and the way to which nobody else
knows. Because a large part of our people see through their talks, which the}r “think
sheer madness, while of the remainder a few share the madness with them but they
mever succeed in their begging-missions, It cannot even be in the times—the reputed
cause of all causes and the last key to all difficultics, Because nobody has changed
the times even as they have done.

What is it then?

Till they themselves choose to explain, we can only bow our heads in mute homage.
Malaviya Commemoration Volums 1g32
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SOME OF OUR SUPERSTITIONS
REGARDING THE WEST*

feel that 1 should explain at the very outset what I mean by the term “superstition."”

1 am using it to-night to express all those impressions and mnotions that go on
accnmulating in our minds without having a very logical or even a deliberate reasoning
behind them, and such as are generally based on observations of a few cases only or
on very hasty generalisations. I do not mean they never have any foundation in truth,
or that they never approximate to some real conditions of life, or that they are alloge-
ther imaginary. At times they may be remarkably expressive of some aspects of some
matters, though they usually lack the limitations such as would be invariably placed
by a closer knowledge of things or even by the comprehensive vision of a really scientific
mind. Such superstitions are, however, apt to get so strong a hold over our minds that
they would often influence, if not dictate, our actions and our outlook in life. To bring
these within their proper field of correction is one of the aims of cultore, and its ac-
complishment in a very high degree and in a very large number of those matters that
affect our life is an evidence of a properly scientific attitude of mind.

If T speak about some of our superstitions this evening. let it not be assumed
to imply that such superstitions are peculiar to us only or are confined to our country-
men alone. We cannot claim any special privilege in this matter. If we have quite a
bundle of superstitions with regard to what is collectively described as “the West,” the
Westerners are no whit behind us in having their 6wn peculiar superstitions concerning
not only India but even the whole of “the East.”” They are a human frailty, and not
a facial or a geographical one, born very often of necessity, of ignorance or of imperfect
knowledge—which often is more conducive to it than ignorance itself; they are not
always uncharitable, at least in their origin, and apathy, contempt, hatred and the like
wsually follow in their wake rather than take precedence of them.

Tf T had frequent opportunities, during my residence abroad, of coming across
such superstitions in the West and had occasionally done my humble duty in correcting
(or at least trying to correct) a few of them in the minds of some people, I hope to
have at anv rate as many opportunities of talking to my own countrymen with regard
to some of our own general superstitions relating to the men and the matters of the

= From the notes of an address delivercd on the 6th September 1924 to a Meeting of the Bishop
French Hostel Literary Society.
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L while my knowledgze may not be very deep or extensive—it is certainly
ble—1 do hope that you will appreciate at least the object in view in undertak-
an attempt.
First of all there are the claims of truth and of justice, and the great gains
sable from right thinking and from a truthful wvision. Again, on the right
z anding of the East by the West, and of the West by the East, depend issues
® =0 munch moment and of so great an interest to humanity itself, that even the
. attempt in that direction cannot be spared.

Speaking particulary about our own country, let it be clearly understood that
& cannot remain in isolation from the influence of the West. Even the India of yester
v was never so insulated (and it 15 significant that it never fried to be so) from the
‘World-currents of thought and of commerce. And it is absolutely futile to wish or to
mnk that the India of today, and much less the India of to-morrow, can be
bermetically sealed off from all contact with the outside world, of which “the West”
& only one portion. Such an insulation is neither practicable nor desirable. Moreover,
i 15 often not rcalised that our political connection with England is only a phase in
_connections with the West—albeit a very powerful and an important one: while
our relations with the West are themselves only a part of our contact with the outside
world. It is in the interest of everyone, therefore, that the contact be kept up with as
open a mind as possible, and that, if preconceived superstitions regarding each other
e 2 human necessity as well as a stern reality that cannot be ignored, efforts be
‘constantly going on, on every side, to explain the real nature of, and the NECessasy.
modilications to, these superstitions.
 Again, there will always be a certain number, and I hope an increasing number,

of our countrymen that will, for one reason or another, choose to visit the Western
countries, Apart from the incidental benefits in service and in promotion, thess visits
ave an immense value in a variety of ways, and I sincerely hope that, without mak-
ing a fetish or a fashion of them, they may be so encouraged that no persons who
Pare tI"l;l.I}" qualified to undertake the journey and to derive real benefits from their visits
to, or residence in, other countries, may ever be deterred from so doing, at least not
by any of these superstitions some of which I hope to illustrate briefly just now.
Perhaps the most fundamental one is our assumption of a single entity, with a few
specific characteristics, called the West. We so often think of it as a single homogeneous
mdividual, while we know full well that what is called the East is anything but that. In
the same way we speak of Western habits, Western education, Western thought and
estern civilisation: we even speak of Western philosophy and Western science, as It' the
cription is quite enough to characterise the things named.

In this respect the Furnpﬂn superstitions are on a par with our own and we :Lre
» often told by distinguished men like Macaulay, as well as by many others less disti-
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nguiched, of oriental pomp and oriental despotism, of oriental manners and of oriental
subtlety, of oriental imaginaticn and of oriental justice.

I know these terms cannot be banished from language or from usage: possibly
they may have a certaia special significance which is more impressive in this vagueness
than if expressed by proper terms: however, there is a great danger of the mind being
led away from truth and the thought being continuall v biassed by a long use of these terms.

Soon after my reaching London, I was called to book by an English friend with
whom I was talking of muosic and happened to speak of “European music.,” And I had
an opportunity of having a friendly revenge when he, after dilating on the differences
between the Englich and the German and the Ruossian musie, began to speak about
“[ndian music’” which he thought was all different from these hut entirely one in itself.
And to give another instance, so many people over there seemed to believe we had only
one kind of weather and the same temperature all over India!

This is equally true with regard to some other human qualities of which we speak
so often, like honesty, truthfulness, soclability, capacity of organisation' and the like, We
do not hesitate to think es masse, and ascribe one universal virtue or vice to the whole,
while our own acquoaintance may be with only a wvery few. Let me take an ordinary
example : say cleanliness. Any traveller who tours thmugh different countries, like ltaly,
Switzerland, Germany, Enpgland and the TUnited States, will be stroek with the wast
differences in this single respect in them: while in a single country itself, there would
Le corresponding differences according to the various forces and conditions that regulate
such a simple habit even as cleanliness. And yet some people are obsessed with the
notion that it is all dirt and squalor here, while everything there is tip-top and shiny,
neat and clean.

On acconnt of causes that are too well-known, we have formed certain impressions
or even views about the European's manners and the European’s attitude towards us.
If there has been one question that has been put to me more than any other, ever
since my teturn home, it is this, which arises from this notion of ours. “How do they
treat you?” is the gist of hundreds of questions that have assumed as many different
forms as possible. And let me here say, not merely as a matter of my personal opinion,
but as a view repeatedly expressed by a large number of our thoughtful countrymen,
that after a closer acquaintance with those people, the preconceived notions receive very
serivus modifications. I make no doubt that every mation will have some weakness and
cannot be ideally perfect. But when an unfavourable general impression, or in a few
cases, too enthusiastic a prepossession, is once toned down to correct proportions, there
is enough room left for the feeling that the other people are just as human as ourselves,
that friendliness is perfectly possible between the two, and that this object will be all
the better served by a truer knowlege of each other.
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One finds, for example, as perhaps some wounld expect, that, in spite of so many
diversities of dress and manners, of habats and customs, of colonr and rzee, and of even
the outlonk on life, the heart of a common humanity pulsates as rouly there as we
believe it does here: that in that “material’ civilization, there are people who ate as
“spiritually minded” as any that may really be in our country; and that many of those
things that render our life on this globe so sweet and so0 joyful, so noble and so serviceable,.
are to be found there in a hardly lesser profusion.

I should pass on {o two of our superstitions of a different type, I mean those
relating to the diet and the drink in European countries. It is true indeed that the
general diet is what we call an animal er a meat diet, or to speak mote m:curatcﬂ}"n
mixed diet, and the commonest drinks are alcoholic. But there is no justification at the
present day, whatever may have existed in ezflier years, for the conviction that most
unfortunately has been exercising young and old alike. (particularly in the higher Indian
communities among Whom meat and drink are totally prohibited), that one must take
to these when one is going to any af the Western countries.

Now we may keep away, for the time being, from the controversies about
vegetarianism and prohibition : whether absolute abstaining from a diet of animal origin
and from alcoholic drinks is the best thing for a human being, or whether there.onght
to be a mixed diet and a “moderate” use of alcoholic beverages. We may confine
curselves only to the guestion whether one is compelled by any social necessity or
by the rigours of the climate, or by the sheer difficulty of supply, to give up one's
habits and one's piinciples regarding food and drink.

It may be pointed out that this is not a guestion of mere academic interest.
It touches us very vitally, even thoogh the conscquences may not be immediately
felt. I have thus seen many a young man, who never dreamt of touching alcohol or
meat in his Indian surroundings, but who has taken to one or both as ¢uickly as he
has taken to the European dress, not becanse he honestly thought it right, but simply
because be was led to believe them indispensable and even inevitable. The older peo-
ple also, under the influence of the same superstition, bave stiffened their opposition
to foreign travel, and many a young Indian’s dreams of career and advancement in
Iife are laid to e:t by the orthodox opposition that is stimulated by the same belief.
Times are certainly changing, and the opposition to-day is considerably weaker than
before: there is also a broader and a more enlightened view gaining groand of the
advantages of a short stay abroad. The pace will, however, be accelerated, and many
a honest mind will be immensely relieved to know that neither aleohel nor a meat
diet are articles of faith for a European trip, and that there is an appreciable number
of people-among the Indians as well as among the natives of the particular country-
who have taken to a more or less strict vegetarian diet, and are living quite happily.
Our countrymen have in fact gone one betterr in so far as some are living with their
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own womenfolk, and some others are training their maids or land-ladies in the my-
steries of Indian cooking. As regards alcohol, there is probably a still larger number
of those people who are total abstainers, and the success of the prohibition move-
ment in the United States of America and in a few provinces of Canada is sufficiently
widely known.

It is my deliberate opinion that except in an extraordinary case, there is no
excuse for anyome to say that he or she was forced against his wili to take up a
meat diet or aleohol. I do not refer to those cases where the change is deliberate or
willul, or where of course there was no change at all, the individual in that case being
accustomed to these even in his normal life at home.

I think it js unnecessary to multiply instances: those given above are sugges-
tive and I hope will make some kind of appeal to some of the members of this
Literary Society,

St. John's College Magazine. Sept. 1924

“The 'seeds of science, including the experimental method and mathe-
matics, in fact the seeds of all the forms of science, came from the FEast,
and that during the middle ages they were largely developed by Eastern
people. Thus in a large sense, experimental: science is a child not only of
the West, but-also of the East: the Fast was its mother, the West was
its father.

Remember the rhythm between the Fast and the West; many
timres already has our inspiration come from the East: Why shouold that
mnever happen again ?

(Quotation from personal collection.) —(r. Sarion
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GANDHIJI — AN APPRECIATION

Y own “contact” with Gandhiji has been of over forty-five years and though we
+ have met and talked several times, I have been content to keep at a distance
when I found how very busy he really was. If I am not mistaken, I saw and heard
Bim first in 1902, at the Ahmedabad session of the Indian National Congress {as
ur All-India Congress was then called). Mc Gandhi—as he was then called—was a
:r_ n, rather a short young man, wearing Kathiawari clothes, including the characteri-
turban on his head. Mr. Gandhi spoke on the troubles and the difficulties of our
wonntrymen in South Africa: his speech was short and to the point, without any rhe-
forical embellishments (such as were then known on the public platform), but clear and
direct and permeated with a sincerity, a concentration and an earnestness which in later
- years became his chief attributes and which have carried so much power with them

el these years. In later times particularly after his return to India, after the death
of Gokhale and after the Champaranya and Rowlatt Act Agitations, his personality
grew and began to be understood by other people. And this personality now is behind
=ll his utterances and all his writings: straight and fearless, free from all - worldly
femptations and determined to do the right thing, heeding neither censure nor praise,
threats nor flattery. This unique personality impresses one with the fact that he really
aeans what he says and says only what he means, and that he is willing and ahble to
put into practice (if that has not been done already) all that he has been speaking of.
No small part of Gandbhiji's power—and what a power it has been !—has been

me to this other fact, as well as to the fact that in achieving his ideals he is prepa-
zed to shed his own blood but not that of the adversary.

These qualities stand out for all time in his writings too. His authorship of a
_:';.... of works, in Gujarati (his mother tongue) as well as in English, eloquently
diustrates the same. Ilis autobiographyIn Search of Truth,” originally written and
published in Gujarati, and translated later by Mahadev Desai in English, not only
'ows a flood of light on his life and growth, but is at once a masterpiece of auto-
biography in any langnage. His other puoblications are numerous in both Gujarati
nd in English and havs been read probably by hundreds of thousands of readers, in
md out of India.

. In Gujarati he has influenced deeply, not only the reading publie but also the
ing class. In fullness of time, his qualities have entered Gujarati ,]‘iltg:r_a:.ltu;rg. Thare
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i5 what one may call a Gandhi School including sevcral distingnished writers. Gandhiji
was also elected President of the Gujarati Sahitya Parishad {the Gujarati Literary Con-
ference) at Ahmedabad. So has he been of the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, over which
he exercised much influence for some vears.

And we must mention here his evening praver talks, happily made available
(in the last months) to the whole country by the All-India Radio. These may have
lacked grammatical or lingual correctness, and also beauties of idiom or Literary grace;
his voice and pronunciations might hawve further diminished their walue. Yet these
talks have been a great thing in the life of cur country. They had a directness, a
homeliness, a breadth of mind and a generosity of heart, a persistence on all measures
that would build up peace in the country and between communities, a practical-min-
dedness and yet a faithfulness to big and fundamental principles, and above all a
spirit of fearlessness and of personal sacrifice which iz most rare in the world. These
talks bhave nndoubtedly gone a great way not only in achieving the purposes of
communal amity, but have made us all feel as if we too were present at the prayers,
that we are very close to the great mind and the big heart of the speaker and that
we are understanding him better and better,

St Jokn's College Magazine, Feb, 1048

What We All Want.

“A little more kindness, a little less creed;

A little more giving, a little less greed;
A little more smile and a little less frown!

A little less kicking a man when he's down,

A little more We, a iittle less I;

A little more laugh, a little less cry;

A hittle more flowers on the pathway of life,
And fewer on graves at the end of the strife.

(Quolation from personal collection.) ' —An American
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THE LAST EXAMINATION
[Haileybury Lecture given on August 1s5th rg31]

WI—IEN I was in my fiest year at college, T came across a kind of definition of

cducation given by a great Englishman, who was at once a great poet and for
a time at least a man of affairs. T mean Milton. He has said, ‘Eduocation is a prepara-
tion for life’. Thereafter, and even before that, I saw ever so many attempts at defining
Education .and its object, some of them quite decent, and even illuminating. But there
15 none which in its brevity, reality and even beauty, came up to this simple and
practical definition, and no Wonder that consequently I have always carried it in my mind.

And yet, were you to look around and gather facts from actual life today in
our country, you would say that this good old definition needs a slight change, and
vou would rather say that "Education is a preparation for examinations.”

And it is wonderful and pathetic to see the great hold that examinations have
‘mow got over the minds, not only of youns men, (they can after all be pardoned), but
‘of =ven their teachers, their parents, and the public at larze. Nay, is it not that even
~our university authorities themselves are very much under the same spell ? Just fancy
how much better it would have been, how much better for the general education and
‘consequent happiness in our country, if, out of all the great time, and trouble, and
'I-::-ney spent with such meticulous care in the perfection of the machinery of examina-
gions by our good Registrar, and our good Vice-Chancellor, and by all the University
suthorities in all the Universities in our country—1 sav, if, out of all this great labour,
* e and money cven half were given to questions of real education, as implied in
filton’s view of it, which after all is the real business!
_ Dr. Lindsay whom most of us had the pleasure of hearing in this very hall,
daring the last session, has somewhere said ‘Examination may be a useful servant, but
(1= a bad master.” Very true, but [ would say more:it is a terrible master. Slavery
5 always bad and degencrating: but slavery to examinations is possibly one of the
brst known to us. In a hundred different ways it does so much serious injury that
s scarcely possible to enumerate it all in brief,

I well remember a characteristic but tragic case. It happened in that lovely
¥ of the south, which in the public mind is always associated with a most charming
mate and now with the great Science [nstitute founded by Tata, I mean Bangalore,
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where I happened to be at the period. The Mysore University Examination Results
were just out. There happened to be a local student who had alwavs stood first, first
class first, in every examination that he took, and naturally expected to take the same
position in the Bachelor’s Examination also, in which he had then appeared. This list
of successful students was out one day, and he was not only not first, bot was not
even first class, or second class or even passed class. His name was nowhere! You
know very well what this means, when your name is not to be found in the published
List. This boy simply could not believe it—but what was even worse, he conld not
endure it, and losing his balance, drowned himself that very night in a large reservoir
of water. Next day, the papers, which reported this suicide also, published a correction
of the results, and this poor youth was declared to have stood first class first after
all! But it did him no good.

One will perhaps observe, “Oh, the University office is after alla human affair,
capable of making mistakes. The boy should not have been hasty’ and =0 on. I do
not quarrel with that. But be it human or inhuman, this case is a true, thongh some-
what grim, illustration of how this great monster of examination works havor with the
youth of our country. This is not an isolated case. Every vear you will read of some
cases of suicides that could be Jaid down to no other door. But this is not all; because
for every single case of attempted or successful suicide, there are literally several hund-
reds who go about all their Jives with deep marks of injuries done to their bodies or
to their minds. Because not always seen on the surface, they are none the less true,
vone the less real, and none the less dangerous.

But this is not the worst. The greatest evil is perhaps to be found inits giving
fhlse values, unreal view-points and misguided orientation of the great life forces, which
should otherwise have worked on normal healthy lives. To every student, this or that
examination s the goal, not study, not knowledge, not education nor even culture,
When this spectre is far off, as measured in time, such as happens, say, when you
have just joined your degree or your intermediate class, you will defy it. But you do
not think, for that matter, any the more of vour stadies, proving vour fear or your
worship of this monster even in your temporary defiance. And when the dreaded ghost
approaches, as he never fails to do in time, we know too well what a toll he takes.
Then study, pursuit of knowledge and of all enlightened interests, and family-duties,
and even love, games, health—in fine, every thing is unhesitatingly or forcibly sacrificed
on the altar of this all exacting deity, who, when his worship is for the time being
satisfied, leaves you helpless, blank and broken down in body or mind or in morals.

And [ must add here, though my personal knowledge is not wide—still I think
my impression is not wrong—that last vear, when some enthusiastic good youths in
these Provinces gave up their studies and persuaded others also to do the same, a
large part of them, I presume, took care not to give up examinations, which, even
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after studies were left, still occupied an important corner in their minds. I know there
were honourable exceptions, but they were exceptions.

But T need hardly labour to make this point. It is obvious enough. I would
rather turn to the consideration of the remedy.

Undoubtedly the very best thing to do is to do away with this form of educational
oppression altogether. The servant must at least be shown his proper place, if he cannot
be altogether dispensed with. You will probably feel that this is very difficult, even
impracticable. Difficult it may be since its supremacy is so well established, and also
because this does not rtest with us alone. There are Universities, and Boards, and
Governments, and these are notoriously slow and, what is worse, most conservative.
But I do hope that at no distant date we shall be able to achieve even this. It is
certainly not impracticable, if you only witness what they have done in some other
countries,

The next best to do, if I may say so, is to beat the devil at his own game.
And this I can illustrate by an ancedote from my own life,

I had an uncle, who is now no more, but to whom I owe much—wvery much
indeed—some of the most valuable things in my life. He was a great good man in every
sense of the words. As the author of the greatest creation in modern Gujrati hiterature,
*he has attained the first place perhaps among Gujrati men of letters, while he combined
in his personal life some of the hizhest ideals of love, simplicity and practical asceticism
that one can think of. Well, [ may say that to the peaceful retreat of my uncle, we
had made a custom to repair, not merely every convenient evening, but specially after
examination results were out. My good aunt used to bring there for each of us a tiny
- piece of “gud”—the typical Hindn emblem of welcome and of good luck:. While our
uncle talked and talked, and he always talked in a way all of his own, somebody was
bappy and contented with his resnlt: somebody was disappointed : zomeone was even
Iatter and bewildered. He used to draw our hearts out, and make us 1ealize that these
‘emotions, varied and genuine as they were, were all of short duration. The success of
today drowns the sorrow of yesterday’s failure, The sorrow of today’s failure may also
?be lost in the joy of tomorrow’s success. “But what is it that really counts? That
for all time and will not be marred or effaced by new grief or new depression ?
c ake care of the last examination © it is that which will prevail over your life, and
igive you lasting pleasure.”

But there would be someone who had taken the last University examination.
would torn to him and gently remind him, and all others, that this was not really
last examination. The last examination is life itself, and the werdict owver that is
e thing that would remain for all time, other thigs beings gradually forgotten. And then
drew from his own rich and wide experience of men and matters—he was gifted

wati Chandra’ My uncle referred to is none other than Govardhanram M. Tripathi.
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with unequalled penetration, and was in his time at the top of the Bombay Bar—and
he used to show, by copious and fascinating illustrations that examination brilliance,
and life snccesses, were not always related, nay, often they varied inversely, as the man
of Mathematics would put it. This brought our hearts, humbled and subdued, at once
to his feet, and gave us a perspective, a vision, which could not fade, and an clevation
which was not casily lost.

And it is to this that 1 am indebted, among other things, for what our Prin-
cipal described as the “cryptic title” of this address.

Let us then see that life is the last and the greatest examination. And for the
pains that we usually take for saccess in the ordinary examinations, let us take even
more pains to obtain all the success that we deserve at the last, The preparation time
for this, if we take it rightly, is never short. And’ if we persevere in this view, keeping
our eyes always to the last examination, o things far bevond even the final University
or competitive examination, we shall have the chance of really educating oursclves,
even as the great Milton would have uws do.

But I must not leave it at that. Not, at least, without making two other pomts
to explain what this preparation for one’s last examination, er for one’s life work,
really involwes.

The first is, of course, about your occupation in life, or profession. Your eircum-
stances, vour aptitudes and wour inclinations ought wery largely to determine this.
And yet, even in this matter of so much personal interest and importance, things are
generally . left over to eleventh-hour impulses or to the force of any chance wind that
may be blowing. Indeed, the utter lack of foresight and the complete absence of pre-
paration for a serious purpese in life have often landed many a good youth in serious
but aveidable embarrassments, and brought even failure when suceess was achievable.

No doubt, this is a critical period in one’s life, and the openings in our country
are few and difficult. But instead of this being an excuse for unpreparedness, it should
supply a greater stimulus for looking well ahead. It is my sad experience every year
to meet young men, who had done quite satisfactorily in the examinations, but who
had all their joy and trinmph, so to say, dried up as they were facing a novel and
vet an urgent question: But what next?

With all the sympathy in the world, I am bound to ask, ‘What did vou do
when you had finished your examination? And why did you not anticipate this question
and begin thinking over, getting advice and directions, earlier ? And why this hurried
frenzy to obtain ‘a ready made solution from me ?’ But it is no ase; examinations had
their day. the more powerful forces and currents of life, so long igoored, have begun
to make their play {elt, and tragedies are enacted.

But it is possible to be prudent here. A little forethought will often save a great
deal of trouble: and may- often make things easier. But the country expects something
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more from its educated youth something that is certainly bigger than merely finding
out a comfortable livelihood, and the yonth of our country is awakening, if not already
awake. Nay, many a youth iz even burning to offer himself in service to the motherland,
though often without a knowledge of how to do so, while conforming to their present
environment and to the calls of their personal lives.

Now let me make it clear that at this moment I am saying nothing against
what has been called “political work”. But it is obvious to everyone that mere politiz
cal work does not appeal to, does not suit, the large majority of our educated young,
men, except perhaps for a limited period of time. There is no need for these to des
pair. There are many other walks of life in which and throngh which vou conld offer.
at least equally useful service. They may not possess the glamour and the excitement
of “Political work”: but they are as good, as inevitable even, for the building up of
our nation, ;

I do not want at all to worry whether political freedom comes to us through
this one RKound Table Conference, or throngh many more. I make no donbt that it
will come. But let vs bear in our minds—aye, even engrave it in bold letters—that
a satisfactory constitution, and all that it implies, is not “Parna Swaraj" but only the
bare beginning of it. b

The country will then need countless pioneers to work out the great problems
in other phases of our life, the agricultural, the industrial, the sanitary, the engineering
the economic and even the educational. Shall our country have then to find that it
will have entirely or mainly to depend on borrowed experts from foreign lands? 1 do
nat at all object to getting help and co-operation from other countries, provided, ﬁr_‘stl}';
that it is done honourably, and secondly, that there is some other thing in which we
may also help and co-operate with others,

But the probability in our case is this, that we shall again have to be up
against another long period of tutelage and dependence, by whatsoever fine names and
political or constitutional devices it may be concealed.

Let us think of that. Let every one prepare himself for that, so that he is trained
and ready to do his work, when the call comes. And do not even imagine that an
Engineer or a Physician, or even a Chemist will be less valuable in this service than
the “political worker.” And to many of us this work will smit far better.

And let it not be forgotten that ameng the manifold needs that are then going
to arise, there iz probably one that may be easily forgotten but such as could never
be safely and successfully dispensed with. The thing is Scicnce. You will need it at
‘every step while combating poverty and disease, and when you are about to orgamise
“agriculture, industry, and sanitation. No people living in the twentieth century can
ever hope to live in an honourable position without some mastery over what i5"known
as ocience.
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And we shall need not merely applied science as it is called, that science to
solve our industrial, agricultural, engineering and sanitary problems. But we shall need
alwys what is sometimes called pure science, science which immediately does not con-
cern itself with commercial and utilitarian ends, but which is a pure search after Know-
ledge and Truth on methodical experimental lines.

You may ask, “What is the use of the Raman effect?’ and there may be no
answer. But who can look into the future and foresee the possibilities? When Faraday
demonstrated his simple discovery of the effect of an electric current going round a
magnet, no one know that this little thing was going to be the seed, out of which all
our electrical achievements and electric industries were to come, such as have entirely
transformed the face of the earth, and the life of man; and yet he had the faith, and
possibly some vision. For, when the dear old lady from among the enlightened audi-
ence asked him the simple question, ‘But Mr. Faraday, what is the use of it?" the
famous answer he gave was worthy of a great dreamer, and yet perlectly apposite.
His answer was a counter-question, sometimes the enly answer one can give: ‘Madam,
what is the use of a new-born babe?’

Those of us therefore who are interested in science will do well to remember
what a precious gift it is likely to be to our country. Let us be prepared, according
to our own capacity and our aptitude, for the life that is surely coming, and then
we shall bave a full claim to call ourselves educated,

\ And thus I end, even with the world-old prayer with which our worthy Pri-
neipal opened proceedings this morning : ‘Lead us from the unreal and the transitory,
to the real and the everlasting, Lead us from Darkness to Light.

St. Johw's College Magazine, August 1g3r.

“The manifold collaboration and other contacts with the student body
constitute one of the chief joys of the teaching profession. Sharing their
troubles, soothing the way to creative scientific activily or to practical work
in industry, seeing the eyes light up at the first discovery—these are the
thing which intimately bind teacher and student together into a lifelong
fellowship whose cultivation was always close to my heart, With sadness I
look ahead to the day where the age limit will put an end to this acti-
vity and sever this association with young people which most effectively
keeps the teacher young in spirit.”

{Quotation from personal collection) Rudolph Plummerer
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THE SIXTH U. P. SOCIAL CONFERENCE
[trth October 1927 : Address of Chairman of the Reception Committee]
Ladies and Gentlemen,

For one who is not Agra-born, nor even U. P..born, it is a special privilege to
be in a position to accord a hearty welcome, on behalf of the Reception Committee
of the U. P. Social Conference, to all those who have assembled here this noon from
far and near. I fear our preparations may be rather inadequate; our numbers could
certainly have been larger; and with a longer time at our disposal and with a more
convenient date for the Conference, there was a sporting chance that our efforts to
take the Agra people along with us wonld have been both more enthusiastic and fruitful,
Add to all this the famous difficulty which has beset our town all these years, that
the best of Agra has always gone away from Agra—the only happy exception and
consolation being the Taj—and has become either Allahabad or Lucknow or something
else, leaving almost no leaders behind, and getting for this celebrated place the title
of a “sleepy hollow,” as regards its public and intellectnal life.

The two conferences—and I must add the University as well—have come just
to stir us up, and I hope they will succeed in this.

I wish to extend a special welcome to Mrs. Rao, our President-elect, to whom
also our best thanks are due for accepting the invitation at so late an hour, We have
been rather keen that this place of honour should go to a lady. Not that we dispa-
rage our own sterner and much-maligned sex; nor are we either guilty of the equally
heinous offence of desiring to patronise the softer but depressed sex; neither is it
true that we wanted a lady-champion to condemn and repudiate the calumnies that
have been recently heaped upon Indian womanhood—and, I may be permitted to add,
upon Indian manhood as well by the American writer, who, though of the fair sex,
has exhibited anything but a fair mind or a fair tongue.

No. Our idea has been very different. By this election we desire to demonstrate,
in as forceful a way as may be possible, and particularly in a purdah-ridden province
like this, that the place of woman in our life is and should be high, and that, unless
women go with us and join in our work, social problems will not be solved and social
work will be like writing on sand. And we have turned to you, madam, as being
symbolic of the great Indian womanhood, whom in spite of all our short-comings, and
all our misdeeds, we protest we have always venerated, loved and cared for.
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According to the most recent estimates of scientific experts, man has inhabi-
ted this planet for anything between one and ten million years. Throughout this long
tane, and throngh all the vicissitudes that naturally followed, man and woman have
gone out together, have stood together, have enjoved and endured together. This long
comradeship, necessarily varied in its actual form in consequence of wvariations of time,
place, and culture, has still survived; and will still survive, in spite of all the falks
of slavery on one side and "unsexing” on the other.

While this shows how intimately one touches the other and how little one can
really do without the other, it is none the less true that of all the problems that we
are facing to-day, there are none se urgent and so far-reaching in their influence as
the problems relating to our women. They are many and varied: dealing with such
widely-different subjects as marriage and maternity on one hand, and education and
employment on the other; guestions of their health and happiness, questions of life
and death are at stake. And both In volume and in intensity, the difficnlties created
are such as to handicap the whole people.

The selfishness and the short-sightedness of man beiog largely at the root of
all these troubles, it is np fo us to see that we make all possible amends, and with
as little loss of time as possible.

It is, however, 4 well-known fact that teal salvation and real freedom can only
come from within. If this is true for our Swaraj, it is egually true for our social
struggles, and equally true as regards the women's problems.

Till the women’s questions are taken up by women workers, mo real progress
15 possible. They must initiate: they must start and work up: they must go about and
touch the hearts of their less fortunate sisters

Progress till nmow has been slow, simply because they are not yet roused. Be-
ginnings are seen in some places already, but generally outside the United Provinces.
(nce they are awake, once they are stirred—as one day they are sure to be—then
thers is no holding back. One feels the dawn is mear—if it has not already come.

And man will not survey these heroic struggles from olympic heights of pride
and self-zatisfoction, amusement and pity. Bot he mpst be ready to serve, with all
his experience and organisation; he must serve gladly and humlby, in private as well
as in public.

It would be idle to pretend that this could be achieved in a day. 1t would be
foclish to ignore the difficnlties that ignorance and narrow self-interest will every now
and then rear up; the obstacles that social conservatismm and personal inmertia will
necessatily raise up; or the checks that prejudice and inexperience will continually put
upon us. The shackles that women have now been accustomed to wear, not merely as
an arficle of daily wear but also as an article of religious faith, will not be put off
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without the severest struggles. And yet there is no royal road to success. Nothing is
worth anything that has cost us nothing.

The first step may be the hardest. The first battle must be fought-and won-in
one’s own heart and in one’s own private life. The ideal of womanhood-true, helpful,
loving and free—must be clearly understood. At every step in our life, be it in the
home or outside, the battle will have to be fought.

Is it a question of food and toys to the child ? Surely the girl-baby should have
the same as the boy. Is it a matter of education, of clothing, of general treatment ?
Surely a girl must needs be looked after with the same care, Physical culture ? Medicine,
when ill ? Recreation, when tired ? Surely woman needs all these no less than man.

But women’s work does not certainly stop with their emancipation. Really speak-
ing, it only just begins. In the course of the twentieth century, and more particularly
during and after the Great European War, we have scen how women have advanced
in other countries, not merely in their own status and position, but in the place they
have taken—and so beneficently taken —in the general life of the nation,

I am tempted to give one illustration. It is from a country nearer home__[
mean from Japan, Among the many wonders of that Land of the Rising Sun, there
is one that is little known: an Association of old ladies. You may call it a mothers’,

- of better still a grandmothers’ Society. When the terrible earthquake of 1923 played
havoc with life and property on an unprecedented scale, the Government and the people
rose to the occasion such as few could do. But there was one difficulty in the face of
which Government with all its resources was altogether helpless, There were several
thousands of motherless babies: what. was to be done ?

The North was the victim of the catastrophe. The Government mquired by tele-
phone if the Southern organisation of old women could do anything. They quickly
responded. In five or six hours two lacs of these women were ready to take charge of
the babies, and also to march to the north to render other help, Within one day one
hundred thousand babies were rescusd and taken out; 60,000 were taken out the next
day. Not a single baby remained withont a mother to look after itself, and thus wi
thin three days 1,60,000 mothers were got ready to bring up as many motherless babies !

Social progress will go up by leaps and bounds if we could succeed in our co-
untry in forming such associations of old ladies, numbering probably lacs in every district !

But Indian womanhood can £0 up to as high a level—if not higher, Oar past
and even our present indicate this unmistakably. What we require most is to raise
up the level of the average —the average man as well as the average woman.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Chairman of the Reception Committee is not expe-
cted to travel over the whole ficld of social improvement. I have spoken at some
length on the woman's question, simply because it strikes me as the most pressing as
well as the most fundamental in all sacial work.
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Before I conclude, however, I wish to place another matter before you for vour
consideration. If I appear critical, I beg of vou to take the criticism in a friendly
light—as coming from one of your own selves.

The U. P. Social Conference is about six years old, and it is not too early to
begin to think about its future.

The actnal scope of the social conference is more limited than the name at the
first sight indicates. For reasons which are not quite unknown, but which, in my humble
opinion, ought not to weigh so much, this has become almost a Hindu conference: and
there also it is probable that it carries with it only a small proportion of Hindus,

Is it not possible to trv to overcome both these diffculties? May I plead for
a real united provincial social conference ?

In the questions that we take up are not there several affecting the social life
of Hindus and non-Hindus alike ?

We must either call it in pame, as it has been in substance—a Hinde social
conference—and this would be a very “unsocial” thing to do—or go boldly forward,
and give it the real provincial social character that it implies.

Nobody will for a moment deny that each of the great communities in our
country has got much work to do within its own boundarv. Every one of these has
to set its own hounse in order. In response to new needs and to new conditions, each
has to adjust, remodel and reorganise itself. For this each has got its own communal
organisations.

But in addition to readjustment to inner needs every community has to re-
adjust its relations with the others that remain. Friendliness and co-operation must be
maintained and even increased. Mutual respect and consideration should not be allo-
wed to be weakened, but should be strengthened. The great communities, with their
glorious past and with their valuable individual quota, must all join hands to carry
the nation to the desired goal.

The social conference ought to be one of those places where the communities
might socially meet and consider inter-social questions, as well as those concerning
all in general.

The great political bodies—our conferences and congresses and Legislatures—are
no doubt bringing the communities closely together. Our Universities and educational
institutions also do something in the same way. But it has been demonstrated over
and over again, and in too painful a way, that this is not enough. II the evil spirit
of communalism is to be exorcised away from this land, much more ought to be done,

And it appears to me that one of the things to do is to widen the scope of
this social conference, so as to get all the communities here together.

There are ever so many problems at our door that affect Hindus, Muslims,
Christians and others alike; it may not be in the same way, or to the same extent,
but often as vitally. These are the problems of maternity, infant moctality, village
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and city sanitation, medical aid, housing, dieting, supply of food and water, education,
recreation, employment and so on. These affect all the communities, Who will say that
these are not “social” problems? I venture to say that these are the real burning
problems of cur people to-day. They are by all means more vital to us than those
covered by many of the resolutions carried by social conferences here or elsewhere,

The social conference should not only have no communal limitations, but it
must reform its own method, so that it becomes competent to tackle with the great
questions indicated above. It may get together, not merely those who are here by the
accident of the political conference but all those who are social workers or social stu-
dents, all those, in fact, who are really interested in social work, who know something
by experience, who can lead, guide and suggest.

We may have resolutions regarding present-day movements. We may have, cer-
tainly, a common dinner—I do not like the phrase ‘cosmopolitan dinner’. Let us also
have informing papers, lectures and discussions; alzo local excursions: all with the object
of encouraging and fostering social study and social helpfulness.

With all its merits, the present situation is too unsatisfactory. It savours too
much of a popular congress-show, with a life of a few hours, and with no more roots
in the soil. Although it is a baby, it ought to learn to stand on its own legs, and
make an appeal to all those in the Province who are interested and who are workers,
rather than depend on those who are here primasily for another conferemce and are
compelled to attend as our session iz sandwiched between the two sittings of that other
body. Let social reform, social service and social improvement stand on its own, and
it is bonnd to make a wider appeal to the hearts of the people.

As it js, it i5 no fault of the people that they are not interested.

I do not mean that social work or social conferences should be separated com-
pletely from all political work and political conferences. No one can deny how the
one depends on the other. I plead for a special character, which will be evident to
all people, and which will lead to greater social understanding and social efilciency
than what the present form alone can ever do.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I have done. I have obeyed the call of the Reception
Committee, and I am very grateful to you for the indulgence you have given me.

Cinee more I heartily welcome vou to the city of the Taj. I sincerely trust that

your deliberations will be both pleasant and useful, and that, when they are concluded,
they will leave behind, together with the memory of this assembly, some vital sparks
—some fruitfol seeds—in this city, such as may pive to this sitting a worthy memornal,
The road is long and the journey toilsome,
But happily the pilgrim is not alone,
In the confidence of a righteous canse
And with the certain hope of success,
Let him press on.

81



APPENDIX A
fFamaies A Review

BY DR. K. B. VYAS

Scientific Literature in Gujarati

Vijnan Mandir, Vols. t & 11; by Dr. Kantilal Chhaganlal Pandya:

Vol 1- N. M. Tripathi Lid.,, Bembay =z, 1950, Price Ra 4f-

Vol w1 - V. M. Amin, Pustakalaya Sahaleiri Sahayak Mandal Led.,

Baroda, 1953. Frice BEs 3/-
1
ITERATURE on scientific subjects is rather scarce in modern Indian languages
and Gujarati is no exception to this. Thus, when a scientist of note writes in a
pleasant style on different scientilic topics, his contribution is always welcome.

The above volumes are a collection of scientific articles written by Dr. Pandya,
an eminent chemist well-known in the world of science for over three decades. But
he is also a man of letters, as his masterly biography of Govardhanram Tripathi shows.

When science had not attained its present importance in university curricula in
India, Dr. Pandya prosecuted his studies in science, particularly in chemistry. It was
his principal subject of study both here and abroad, where he obtained a doctorate
from the London University.

He has spent almost his entire carcer in teaching chemistry at the Agra Uni-
versity, During his carcer he came into intimate contact with eminent men of Science,
Indians and foreigners, and earned their esteem and friendship.

He has been gifted with a charming literary style which he has inherited from
his illustrious father Mr. Chhaganlal Pandya whose Gujarati translation of Kadambari
has vety deservedly become a classic of the Gujarati language.

Dr. K. C. Pandya was always in demand far articles in Gujarati on scientific
subjects. His contributions to various outstanding Gujarati magazines like “Vasani,’
‘Kumar,' ‘Vismi Sadi, ‘Prasthan,’ "Navchetan' and the * Journal of The (ujarat Research
Society’ ave collected here n two volumes.

s II

The first volume copsists mainly of biographical sketches of great masters of science
like Thomas Edison, Albert Einstein, Ramanujan, Sir C, V. Raman, and several Indian
scientists, who held the unigue distinction of the fallowship of the Royal Society of England.
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There are several articles on aspects of Edison’s life and work in this volume
written on diiferent occasions. These articles not only give interesting details of this
great wizard of science, but also outline in simple and easy language the naturc of
his work and the scientific principles underlying it.

Dr. Pandya had the unique privilege of meeting Edison in the United States,
and his reminiscences are given in asother interesting and picturesque article.

In his article on Dr, J. C. Bose the writer has given a neat exposition of the
nature of the complicated theory of plant-life developed by Dr. Bose.

In the remaining articles of the volume Dr. Pandya has discussed the life and
work of great physicists and mathematicians like the late Dr. Meghnad Saha, Sir
C. V. Raman, Ramanujan and Einstein, and Bhabha. He has also paid a fitting tri-
bute to that great f::rgntt“n Gujarati botanist, Pandit [aykrishna Indraji,

In another article Dr. Pandya has given details of the establishment of the
Nobel Prize, and discussed in ontline the work of eminent Indian scholars who have
won the highest distinction in the scientific world - the fellowship of the Royal Society.

The great merit of the book lies in the lucid exposition of some of the scienti-
“fic principles underlying the work of the great scientists. This discussion of the abst-
ruse scieatific principles has been very cleverly woven into interesting biographical
details, and has been presented in such a chaste, racy and flowing style that a lay
redder would feel as if he is just browsing through a pleasant story-book or a novel,

Some of the facts discussed in these pages are taken at first hand from autho-
ritative works by the writer who is himself an acknowledged master of his subject,
Wherever possible the writer has taken care to bring his articles up to date. Some-
times to achieve greater effect he has shortened some of these articles in this colle-
ction and has enlarged and elaborated on others.

ITI

Volume II takes the reader a step further. In this volume are collected his
articles on a variety of scientific subjects ranging from the age and size of the uni-
verse to dust in the atmosphere.

There is a long and illuminating paper on dietetics, outlining the discovery of
different vitamins and their role in the functioning of the human body. It also discn-
sses the dietetic habits of the people in various parts of India. The paper is replete
with details which have been brought up to date.

"The articles on the nature of the universe, on the economy of dust in the life
of the earth, on electricity, on mining and metallurgy in India, are all extremely
interesting. 3

But by far the most fascinating article of this volume is the description of the
Kolar Gold Mines. It reads like a leaf from a book of fairy tales. It is so intensely
vivid,  powerful and well-told. v
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There are threc articles of a somewhat different nature in this volume. One of
them describes the Golden Jubilee Celebration in honour of Einstein, It throws interesting
sidelights on the character and temperament of the most celebrated scientist of the
present age-his shyness, modesty and personal oddities which heighten his greatness.

Another deals with an article of Sir €.V, Raman’s, telling us how he would love
to be an astronemer were he allowed to choose his life-worlk again.

The third article, which is a rather long one, is the presidential address delivered
by Dr. Pandya as the president of the Science Section of the 7th Gujarati Literary
Conference held at Bhavnagar in T924. It outlines the work done by Gujarati scientists
and discusses some of the books they produced in (zujarat. It is an able, interestimg
and balanced address. i

L

The two volumes give the impression that a master of the subject, and one iwio
is also litterateur, has written them. They are up to date in information and are written
in a lucid and felicitous style. One only hopes that a writer with such ability and grace
makes the present day advances accessible to lay (Gujarati readers who do not know English.

Dr. Pandya deserves our warmest congratulations on these very ably written
and profoundly interesting volumes. :

“Lhe Sunday Standard"” - r2-I-Ip58 K. B, r'wg::

"In the last analysis, knowledge cannot be nationalized. Successful
embargoes cannot be maintained against the export or import of ideas.

*  We are all of us, under whatever national flag, the joint beneficiaries of
the intellectual property of mankind. Science cannot but have a scingfq
aim and language in the discovery of truth or it ceases to be science.”
(Quotation from personal collection.) —*Nature” : g-5-38, 57.
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APPENDIX B
A Brief Chronology

Born on 24th Aug. at Nadiad.
Mether, Samarthlakshmi died, zznd April.

Upte 18¢6 Primary education in 'Middle School’ Nadiad, staying with maternal grand-
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father Madhavram Tripathi,
Went back to Junagadh to his father,
Married to Umanglakshmi, daughter of Tansukhram Tripathi.
Passed Matriculation from Junagadh, standing 1st in whole Gujarat & zoth in
Dombay University.
Passed Intermediate (did not appear earlier owing to illness)
Passed B. A. from Bahanddin College in II Class with Chemistry & Physics.
Wrote the first article in Gujarati on “Govardhanram™ on his death.
Passed M. A. with Chemistry under Dr. T. K. Gajjar. 1st M. A. in Nagar Caste.
FPublished his first book “Shoyut Govardhanram™.
Vient to Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, for further study, in the frst
batch of that Institute.
Appointed Assistant Lecturer in Chemistry, at St. John's College, Apra.
Birth of the 15t eldest daughter Kunj Bala,
First scientific article in Gujarati
Head of the Department at 5. J. C., Agra.
Birth of the znd daughter Rashmi Bala.

tor7-1g Revisited Bangalore Institute for further research work,

1020
IG2T

1023

1G24

Sailed in “Loyalty” for England, z3rd Aug.

st D 1. €., Post-Graduoate’s diploma from Imperial College, London.

Went to Montreal, as the only Indian representative of the delezates to the
Chemical Society Coanference.

Meeting with Edison

Got Ph. D. from London University. 1st to get this distinction in Nagars. Left
London in Aug., toured Europe (France, Belg., Germany, Italy) & returned to
India on 2nd October.

Went back to 5r, John's College, Agra with a higher grade. Elected president
of the Science Section of Gujarati Sahitya Parishad (Literary Conference)
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Igz;
1926
1929
1032
1034
1935
1036
1937
139
1041
1042

1947
1950
1951
1052
1054
1955
1957

1958

Birth of the youngest daughter Rajani Bala.

znd Jan. Wife, Umanglakshmi, passed away.

Deun of Science Faculty—Agra Univ.

Published “Prince of Beggars” (Gujarati); “Einstein & His Theory of Relativity™,
Eldest daughter passed away.

Galiara Prize—1st prize, with shri Jaykrishna Indraji,

Father, Chhaganlal Pandya, paszsed away.

Pueblished “Our Food” in Gujarati.

Silver Jubilee in College.

“Poems of Chandrashankar” published.

Danghter, Rashmibala married.

Birth of 1st grandson, Prakash.

Retired from the College, but continued as an Honarary Professor; stayed in: Agra.
“Vijnan Mandir”—1st part published.

Came to Bombay with the first attack of Cancer. Birth of 2nd grandson Siddharth.
Left Agra and came to stay permane ntly in Bombay.

second attack—Gallbladder inflammation. Published “Vijnan Mandir™ Part II.
Govardhanram Centenary Celabrations at Nadiad.

Opening of “Smritimandir”. Published—"Chron olozy of . M. T. & Contemporaries™
Published Scrap-book no. VII

14th Oct. 11 p.m.—Passed away at Khar (Bombay).

“The real test of a successful life is not how large an estate is
amassed, nor how many decorations & other distinctions are won, duf how
many useful children & grandchildren are lcft behind you, and how much
you did during your lifetsme to help, protect, teach and train the children
of others, It is the human problem which is paramount. The most impor-
tant still remains men and women, We have been so absorbed in making
more & better automobiles, airplanes and the host of things which minister
to our prosperity or pleasure that we have overlooked completely the far
greater need for more and better humans.”

(Unolation from personal collection.) ~Prof. Bogert
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Dr. K. C. Pandya's Articles (Published)

gry Sclence in Agra . B S, J. €, Map*
Some examination humours . - 3. J. €. Mag
918 The Agra Scientific Society {Records s Repurtj 8. J. C. Mag
£QXg Sugar problem in India . - - : - . . Modern Review
tgzo  Govt. of India State scholarships . S. J-. C. Mag
tgz4 Some of our superstitions regarding West .. S, Ta €. Blap.
“The TTnion Society’s Drama”™ (€ ntrc:smj 5. J. €. Mag
A DBref Sketch of the Life of Tansukhram M. Tnpathl '
in the Introduction fo notes on Kuttani Matam . 2 ; Euttani Matam
wyz6 Examinations . . : . . : 5 ; - 3. | C. Mas
Spirit of Science . - 3 5 . - . S J- G Mag.
gg2y Presidential address (Eeception {Gmmlttﬁt‘} ﬁth U, P. Social
Conference . : ; : : .  Reprint{Booklet)
Indian Science Congress at Luh{:rc . - - . : 5. J..C. Mag
¥g3X The Last Examipation . . : 4 . . . . S €. Mag,
Herbert Mark-(A Trnibute) . : : . : : : 5. J- G Mag.
1932 The Prince of Degears - . : . - . . Malaviyaji Com,
Volume.
rg33 “The Hollands™ (A Tribute) : 5. J. G Mag,
vg33 Research in Ouwr Chemistry Department S. ). Co Mag.
“Full many a gem—" (Examination humours) 3. J. C. Mag.
¥g40 In memory of Lalit Mohan . S J- C. Mag.
%043-44 Indian F. R. 5. T & II SO W Mg
1946 Canon Sally (An ﬁppreﬂahon} 5. J- €. Mag.
4y Women in Seience S Jes . Mag:
1947 Gandhiji—An Appreciation 5. J. C. Mag.
056 A Memorial to G, M. Tripathi F. E. M.
Review—"Jwalant Agni” . P. E. N.
Naotes & news—centenary of G. "‘E Trspat ‘u PUELNL
5057 Thea Literary Scene in India (Gujarati) : : PN
£958 Reminiscences of Banglore Institute . ‘ . : News Builetin of
Indian. Institute
of Science -

#35. J. C. Mag=5t. John's College Magazine
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K. C. P.s Articles—translated by others (in Hindi)

&

1025 BE FEA . - - . : - - . 0]
f oot AT AR B o - o SRS fBme unE
. ofiga mga T gEEE . : . - - - . fag= A”E
| 1050 TWE © HW AT . - . : : . x . e wra

Scientific Research P:lp-ers-;-P‘ubliﬁhed

1 Main title—Condensation of Aldchydes
(in presence of Organic Bases)

Sub-titles Parts
1 With Malonic acid . . . : : : . I to XXV
z With Amides - - - - : - . . T to XYI
3 With Malon-anilic acid . - i : s : - ItoX
4 With malon-toluic acad . - . ; - : m =
5 With E-Keto-esters : : 2 : : z i I to IXI

(+ Some unpublished papers}

"11 1 Synthesis of 3 amino-coumarin
' 2 A note on the main constituents of-
1 Dried rind of Garcinia Gambogia, 2 Amchur (Dried mango).
111 (Theses-Unpublished)
' Chemical examination of Luffa Echinata & Luffa Graveolens
Condensation of Fluorene and some of its derivatives (nine) with 36 aldehydes



ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS

Shri Ramprasad Bakshi is the retired Principal of Sheth A. P. High School, Bombay,
who even in the midst of his multitudinous duties, managed to find time for his literary
studies and pursuits. His writings are of the nature of literary critigues.

Shri Bachubhal Rawat who has compiled, from materials made available to him the
illuminating skefch of Dr. Pandya's life and literary activities, is the able editor of
the well-kfown Gujarati monthly “Kumar”. He is a distinguished journalist, a man

of letters and whs a member of the Legislative Council of Bombay State.
t s

Shri Ravishanker Raval, the leading artist of Gujarat, having to his credit the
renaissance movement of art in Gujarat, is aptly known in his province as the "Kala
Guru''. He is also the founder and was the first editor of “Kumar”. He is an able
cntic of Art and occasionally of literatyre also, He visited Eastern Euvrope and Russia
as a member of ths Peace Conference in Vienna in 1952,

Prof. Upendra Pandya, a younger brother of Dr. Pandya, is Professor of Gujarati
at Rajkot. He occupies a position of prestige in the field of letters as the compiler
of Goverdhanram Centenary Volume, as the author to the abridged version of “Sara-
svatichandra™ and as a poet also.

Dr. Jivaraj Mehta, earned a high reputation as the Dean of G. S. Medical College as
well as K. E. M. Hospital in Bombay (from 1925 to 1942). He is the real father of
these two institutes. He had been the physician for Gandhiji and finally changed
over to Politics. He was appointed first as the Dinister of Health and then of the
Public Works and Finance Depts. of Bombay State. Now, on the birth of the New
Gujarat State, he has been selected as its Chief Minister.

Shri Sanmukhlal J. Pandya is the retired General Manager of the Scindia Steam
Navigation Company, a widely travelled connoisseur of art, co-editor of the two latter
volumes of Shri- Goverdhanram’s Scrap Book and deeply interested in Sanskrit and
Gujarati literature. Shri Pandya is a near relation of Dr. K. (. Pandya. §

Dr. N. M. Shah is at present Professor of Chemistry at St. Xavier's College, Ahme-
dabad. He is the author of a good many scientific ressarch papers, of a number of
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popular books on scientific subjects and also of text books of science. By means of
his numerous articles he has ably demonstrated how well scientific knowledge can be
presented through Gujarati.

Shri Anantray Rawal, till now Principal of the Y. C. Arts Collere, Jamnagar, and
at present research officer in The Directorate of Languages, Gujarat State, is a well-
known Gujarati Scholar and critic, remarkable for deep and wide erndftion and for
unbiassed balanced judgement.

Shri Himmatlal Anjaria who made his name by the compilation of “Kavya-madhu-
rya”-an anthology of Gujarati Poetry purporting to be on the lines of Palgraue's
Golden Treasury-is a retired educationist and author of a history of Gujarati Lite-
rature, and of several compilations.

Shri Gulabdas Broker. Though born in a family of businessmen and a businessman
himself, Shri Broker is a votary of Literature-both English and Gujarati. He has publi-
shed several collections of his own short stories and plays. He is a well-known critic alse.

Shri Popatlal G. Shah an old friend of Dr. Paud}a and, like him, a bcwnt:st devo-
ted to literature, began his carecer as a Professor of Science and ended it as Accoun-
tant General in Bombay State. He is one of the founders, the present President and
the chief prop of the Gujarat Research Society. He has compiled a Dictionary of
Gujarati Scientific Terminology.

Dr, Ramanlal Yajnik. Having been Principal of the Dharmendrasinhji Arts College
of Rajkot, he rose to be the Director of Education of Saurashtra from which post he
retired, but only to undertake and carry through successfully organisation of Colleges
in Africa and Gujarat. He got his doctorate by his work on Indian Dramatics. Dr.
Yajnik, we regret to say, expired while this book was in press,

Shri Indulal Yajnik. A scholar who left that field for politics and a man of singn-
larly indépendﬂnt thinking. Shri Yajnik has recently staged a glorious comeback to
the domain of literature by publishing the three volumes of his autobiography, pro-
bably the best: Gujarati autebiography after Gandhiji's.

Shri Chunilal Madia is a young but a leading short story writer and novelist of Gujarat,
a jourpalist, a poet and a critic. He holds an important post in the United States
Information Services and as such has been to the United States and other foreign lands.

Shri Shankerlal Banker. An enthusiastic and prominent worker in the Home Bule
Teague and the Rombay Provincial Committee, came in close contact with Gandhiji.
And thereafter, he devoted himself to the canse of ‘labonr and $o propagation of
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Khadi. He has been taking a deep keen interest and giving guidance in the problems
of labonrers and in Khadi work eyen after his retirement.

Shri Suresh Dikshit was Professor of Botany at the Wilson College, Bombay. He has
written a book on that subject.and several articles, He joined the army from which
he retired as a Major and joined the New India Il__lsuram":r: Company as an Instructor
to the class of the trainees for that Company.

Shri Bhanushankar Yajnik is retired Income Tax Officer. He is a cousin, and was
a class-mate for some time, of Dr, Pandya.

Shrimati Malatiben Dave, a niece of Dr. Pandya, is a Montessori teacher and an
occasional broadcaster of radio-talks for ladies. She writes short stories and contri
butes articles pertaining to the behaviour of children and the way to train their minds,

Shrimati Gha;'npak‘hxn Yajnik, is the eldest amongst the surviving sisters of Dr
Pandya who can write about him with a sister’s love.

Shri Manjulal Sevakial Dave, worked successively as Secretary in the Judicial Depart-
ment of Baroda State and District and Sessions Judge (Mehsana Dist.). He was Legal
Rﬂm}mbmnﬂ-r and then, Secretary to Law and Justice Ministry, Saurashtra. He is
author of tht; books, “‘Ganapati and Ganapatya” and _Ihe Varions Indian Eras”.

Dr. A. W. Davies, is the builder of St. John's College, Agra, where Dr. Pandya spent
38 wears of his life. He is at present at Gloucester, retired from its Deanship. He bad
heen the Dean of Worcester also. He joined S. ]. C. in 1gog, and was the principal of
that iost tlut(‘ fmm IgI3 to Iq.zE He was the first Vice-Chancellor of Agra University
in 1927. ot | s S

Dr. T. D. Suolly, very rightly called “Ajata-shatru” {enie whose enemy was not born)
by Dr. K. C, Pandya, had been with him in the 5t. John's College, during almost the
same pﬂmd ]ommg in 1912 as a Professor of Logic and morals., Philosophy retired as
the Prmmyal in 3048 {i'mm 1433).

Dr. S. S. Deshpande, an old friend and a colleague of Dr. Pandya, has devoted his
life to- Kesearch in Organic Chemistry. After m::rking ac 2 professor in Indore and
ﬁgm he became the Director of Jiwaji Industrial Research Imstitute at Gwalior., At
present, after retiring, he is still guiding the research work at Holkar College, Indcrrc

-

Shri Gangaprasad Mehta was Professor of History in Central Hindu College and
also in theé Banaras Hindu University. From 1917 to 1430, while still a professor, he
applied . himself to ‘rescarch work in Ancient Indian History and Cnlture. Noteworihy
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